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Three-year-ol d Keadil an facing | eadership crisis

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Parti Keadilan Nasional is just three years old and
is already facing a | eadership crisis.

A double blowis the growing internal factionalismwhich party | eaders
fear will be crippling if left unchecked.

Al ready, two top | eaders have announced that they will not seek re-
election in the party el ections next nonth while its Youth vice-chief
Handan Taha has resi gned.

Keadi | an deputy president Dr Chandra Muzaffar is firmin his decision
not to offer hinself for re-election while its vice president Zainur
Zakaria today confirnmed a sinilar decision. All three wish to remain as
ordi nary nenbers.

A forner party | eader said that Keadilan has "no real |eader"” who is
strong enough to lead a party that is virtually w thout financial backing.

Besi des that, the power struggle in the party has al ways been, fromthe
start, predom nantly between Abi m (Angkatan Belia |slam Ml aysia) and JI M
(Jemaah | sl ah Mal aysi a) nmenbers.

But she added that the party was taking all this in its stride and was
confident that | eaders woul d set aside personal differences in the
interest of the party and country.

A top leader said that the current situation in Keadilan was "deeper and
nmore than neets the eye".

He said that a solution to the party's | eadership crisis could be
resolved if the | eaders would "sit down and tal k about it".

"You need to reflect ... to probe ... do sone soul -searching,"” he said.

There are | eaders wi thin Keadil an who have faith that the existing
factional smand i ntense fighting for posts anobng aspirants will only
strengt hen the party.

Al t hough sone feel that the fight for support is brewi ng trouble ahead
of the party el ections next nonth and have called for the suprene
council's intervention, there are those who think this is healthy for the
party.

bservers say that devel opnent in the wake of the el ections next nmonth
is a process of "re-adjusting the whole organisation”, with the sole aim
of strengthening it.

The devel opnent is normal in any political party, they say, brushing
aside all egations of signs of trouble and likening the situation as "just
a stormin a tea-cup"”

Keadi | an I nformation chief Ruslan Kassim a former Umo | eader, said
al l egations that there were efforts by nenbers aligned to certai n non-
governnental groups in the party to take control of the party and oust
former Umo nenbers were untrue.

"Many fornmer Umo | eaders who are hol ding posts in the party do not
think so. It all started when nom nations by divisions co-incidentally
conprise those |linked to a certain NGO

"Anyway, the present office bearers are not chosen by nmenbers and this
will be the first tine nenbers are given the opportunity to elect their
| eaders. W all should leave it to the grassroots to decide and not start
throwi ng all egations," he added.

Suprene counci|l nmenber Sai fuddin Nasution Isnail said although there
seened to be intense fighting for posts, conpetition would be healthy and
under control



"Contests for posts are conmon in any organi sation and i n Ml aysi an
political history, the only incident where a political party is destroyed
was when Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah chal |l enged Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad for the Umo president's post in 1987.

"We have seen intense fighting for posts in MCA then and even now but
the party remains strong. | do not see Keadilan, despite its young age,
destroyed merely because nenbers fight for posts.”

Party Youth secretary Zahid Ml Arif believe nmenbers are offering
thensel ves for posts to contribute for the betternent of the party. This
shows that they have confidence in the party.

But he said the party suprene council should not brush aside clains by
Handan that there were efforts to sideline former Umo nmenbers, sone of
whom ar e Keadi | an founder nenbers and hol di ng seni or party posts.

"I personally do not rule out some truth to Handan's clainms. These
shoul d be addressed by the party i medi ately before things get out of
hand, " he added.

Handan cl ai ned there were efforts by party nenbers who are nenbers of
AbimJIMto take control of the party.

He called on the supreme council to seriously ook into the recent
devel oprment in the party before things get out of control and destroy the
party.

"Intense fights for posts are okay in a party as old as Umo or Pas, but

Keadilan is still at its infancy stage and only having its first
el ections.

"To serve the party, one need not have to hold posts. | for exanple am
willing to relinquish ny post and serve as an ordi nary nenber.

"It is not posts that should matter but the commitnent to sacrifice tine
and efforts to canpaign and fight for party struggles which should be the
priority," he added.
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