10/ 10/ 2001

Thunderous start to air show

THE Red Arrows and Thunderbirds may not be around, but it certainly did
not take away the thunder fromthe opening day of Lima '01 yesterday.

The VIP crowd and trade visitors present were treated to a breat ht aki ng
di spl ay of airmanship by Royal Ml aysian Air Force pilots who perfornmed
aerobatics in F/A 18D Hornets and M G 29 Fulcrumjets.

The Butterworth and Kuant an-based pilots had been informed at the | ast
m nute that they would be taking over the main show of daily aeri al
di splays at Lima '01.

The RVAF was initially asked to performthe opening and cl osing acts,
but will now do a 15-minute display of the total three-hour daily aerial
denonstrations by participating aircraft conpanies.

The teamwi |l |ead the aerobatics segment of the show, follow ng the
wi t hdrawal of the Royal Air Force's Red Arrows and the Thunderbirds team
fromthe United States Air Force.

Their withdrawal cane following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in the US
and subsequent retaliations by the Allied Forces in Af ghani stan.

However, this did not cause a danper on the opening day of Linma '0l1 once
the RVAF jets roared past the tarmac and VIP stand at the Langkaw
I nternational Airport.

Among the VIPs present were Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd
(organi ser of the show) executive chairman Dat uk Radzi Manan, Kedah
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and several Cabi net
m ni sters.

Agai nst a backdrop of blue-grey skies and bal ny breeze, the show started
with six RMVAF M G 29 fromthe 19th Squadron perfornming a fly past at the
runway tarnac.

Led by the squadron's comrandi ng of ficer, Lt Kol Kamalrul zaman Mohd
O hrman, the fighter pilots displayed various stunts for 12 m nutes.

This was foll owed by a two-m nute parachute denonstration by the RVAF
par a- bri gade on board two G- 130 aircraft, which took off fromAl or Star,
after which six F-18 Hornets fromthe 18th Squadron based in Butterworth
took to the skies for another 12-m nute display.

Two Hornets and AKC 130M t anker ended the openi ng show by denonstrating
an air-to-air refuelling, a first by the RVAF at Lina.

Dr Mahathir later visited the display booths in the exhibition hall
where he was briefed on the products displayed by various exhibitors.

After visiting the exhibition booths, he spent the afternoon at the
maritime display at the Awana Porto Ml ai.
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