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Ties with Yenen to get a boost

Farush Khan

MALAYSI A is keen to establish closer ties with Yemen and this expl ains
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s Aug 15-18 visit to the
country, on the southeastern corner of the Arabian peninsula, which united
as a single entity about a decade ago.

Yemen, a country of 10 million people, wants to reestablish itself as a
trading nation and is very keen to have close relations with Ml aysi a.
This was stated by the country's Foreign Mnister Dr Abubaker Al -Q rbi
during his brief visit here | ast week.

In an interveiw, Dr Abubaker said Yemen was very eager to |learn as nuch
as possible from Ml aysia, the country they regarded as "one of the
exanpl es of success in the Muslimworld".

"W feel that Muslimcountries which are in the stage of devel opnent
Ii ke Yenmen should | ook at Mal aysia as an exanple for their future
devel oprent polici es and pl anni ng. "

He said policy makers in Yenen are excited about the visit to enable
themto exchange views with Dr Mahathir and nmenbers of his del egation that
could lead to nmutual co-operation in economc, cultural or education
fields and other fields. Sone 30 Mal aysi an busi nessnen and bosses of in
the coporate world are in the Prime Mnister's entourage.

On the cards is a neeting between Dr Mahathir to discuss with Yenen
Prime M nister Abdul Kader Abdul Rahman Baj amal on the econonic ties
between the two countries and the possibility of establishing joint
ventures, with Yenen having the opportunity to learn from Ml aysia's vast
experi ence.

On the sidelines of the discussion, two agreenents are expected to be
si gned, one on the establishnent of the Yenmen-Mal aysia Joint Commi ssion to
be headed by the respective foreign mnisters, and the other, in the area
of civil service co-operation and training.

The visit is also expected to establish better economic ties between the
two countries, with potential Ml aysian investors | ooking at possible
trade ventures with Yemen busi nessnen.

It is understood that several Ml aysi an conpani es are also exploring the
surroundi ng markets in Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sonmalia and Tanzani a,
situated across the Arabian Sea and on the east coast of the African
continent.

They are | ooking at the prospect fromthe strategic |ocation of Yeneni
port city of Aden on the Red Sea.

The Yeneni Governnent, in its efforts to reestablish Aden as a entrepot
port, is striving to devel op an area known as the Aden Trade Zone. Sone
31,000 hactares surrounding this city is said to have been earnarked for
t hi s purpose.

It is not only for trade but al so manufacturing and industry. Mny
conpani es now have cone to set up base in this area.

"W hope Malaysia will capitalise on this because Aden can easily be the
gateway from East Africa to Sudan, down to Tanzani a and even Madagascar -
which altogether is a market of 150 mllion people," said Dr Abubaker.

Wil e the present trade exchange between Mal aysia and Yenen st ands
between RM70 nillion and RM2OO million a year, there is nmore roomfor
expansi on.

Said the Yeneni Foreign Mnister: "There is certainly greater potenti al
for expansion considering that Malaysia is exporting nore than 200 itens



in the various sectors.”

As part of the country's programme to be a trading nation, the Yenen
Gover nnent has al so passed a nunber of legislation with the view of
protecting investors in Yenen and pl edged that Sana'a, its capital, would
provide all the support and security needed.

Dr Abubaker feels Aden can be a real haven for investors from anywhere
inthe world, but they prefer that "our Muslimpartners take advantage of
it before others do".

Yemen al so prom ses a vast potential in the tourismsector with its
superb historical sites and geographical attractions.

These have not been really exploited till now and unfortunately some of
the security incidents have affected its tourismindustry. But Yenen is
putting a lot of effort into encouraging conpanies that are interested in
this area.

That's not all. They are also hoping that Yenmen Air would fly to
Mal aysia "in the very near future", realising that direct air |links can
facilitate co-operation and nmake it easier for businessnmen to travel
bet ween the two countries.

Li ke other countries, Yemen is not without its bouts of bad Press, but
Dr Abubaker states that as far as the issue of instability is concerned
"it is all exaggeration". Since the unification of North and South Yenen
in 1990, the country has gone through many economnic, social and politica
difficulties.

Sai d Dr Abubaker: "But | think they are all behind us now Yenen is now
very stable and the security is as good as any other country. "And it is a
mul ti-party denocracy, perhaps the only one on the Arabi an peni nsul a.

The Yeneni Government is also striving to ensure that there is equity
and devel opnent in all parts of Yenen

"This is a way of countering the bad reporting about Yenen by certain
nmedi a, " said Dr Abubaker.

Nevert hel ess, he said nost people who had actually visited the country
woul d only have fond nenories of their stay as the Yemeni people are
friendly and wel cone visitors fromany part of the world, Mislimor non-
Muslim

"Hospitality is in the nature of the Yenenis. W are | ooking forward to
the visit by Dr Mahathir and all his coll eagues and busi nessnen who wil |
be acconpanyi ng hi m because we | ook at Mal aysia as a future partner for
Yenen. "

St andi ng near the [ arge wi ndow of the presidential suite on the 16th
fl oor of the Regent Hotel in Bukit Bintang, Dr Abubaker watches in awe the
breat h-taki ng | andscapes and skyl i nes around hi m

The Menara Kual a Lunpur and the KL Twin Towers | oom high in the
di stance, togethere with other huge magnificent buildings. Being his
second visit to Malaysia after 10 years, these changes understandably are
all new and anazing to him

"I nmust say the pace of progress and devel opnent here is trenendous," Dr
Abubaker said during the interview |l ast week.

He said his inpression of Ml aysia would have been better if he could
spend nore tinme travelling around the greater part of Kuala Lunpur and
other parts of the country. Indeed, he realises that Ml aysia has grown in
| eaps and bounds in termof physical devel opnent, not to nention those
still in the pipeline.

Yenmen is one of the world's nost ancient countries and played an
important part in Mddle Eastern trade, supplying the ancient world with
such exotic itens as franki ncense, myrrh, spices, condi nent and ot her
| uxury itens.

The sout hwestern coastal strait known as Bab El - Mandeb, which |inks the



I ndian Ccean with the Red Sea, was an inportant trade corridor for about

3,000 years.

The coastal strip is known as the Hadranmaut from where many Ml aysi ans
have ancestral |inks. Thus, there is sone cultural |inks between the two
countri es.
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