14 NOV 2001

TI GHT CONTROL TO PREVENT PRI CE | NCREASE DURI NG FESTI VI TI ES

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- The Domestic Trade and Consumner
Affairs Mnistry will step up the nonitoring of goods during Hari Raya
Puasa and Chi nese New Year to prevent price hikes.

Deputy mni ster Datuk S. Subramani am sai d today that on the whol e,
monitoring by the mnistry's enforcenent division had succeeded in
preventing price increases during the current Deepavali cel ebration.

To overcome a price increase for fish, the government might allow
imports if there was insufficient supply and the sane applied to essenti al
goods |li ke glutinous rice and coconuts used for Hari Raya Puasa, he said at
hi s open house at the Petaling Jaya G vic Hall here.

"We al so advi se those not cel ebrating Chinese New year not to buy fish
(to control prices)," he said.

Anmong t he 1, 000- odd peopl e who attended the open house were Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.
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