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Ti ghtening “tourisn beat

Shanti Gunar at nam

CULTURE, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir has a
bone to pick with the Treasury for cutting down the allocation for tourism
pronoti on.

"W are the one Mnistry that brings instant noney to the Governnent and
they do this to us," says Abdul Kadir, referring to Budget 2002 announced
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad recently.

"l cannot tell you now how much they have reduced the allocations but
it's all there. | will have to hopefully get sonething done about this
because I ess allocations will translate to less tourist arrivals."

The M nistry, says Abdul Kadir, brings in some RML7.2 billion in foreign
exchange earni ngs annual |y, besi des another two to three billion ringgit
in corporate taxes and between RVA00 and RVBOO nmillion in service taxes.

"That's a | ot of money. W won't be able to sustain bringing so nuch of
money if the Government doesn't invest noney."

There are other countries in this region, he pointed out, who have
junped on the tourismbandwagon and are going all out to pronote
t hemsel ves.

To be ahead of them Abdul Kadir says Mal aysia has to have good tourism
infrastructure and this al so neans goi ng ahead with nega tourismprojects
whi | e upgradi ng exi sting destinations.

"There is a commopn ni sunderstanding that the Mnistry is being allocated
nmore funds and we are unable to conprehend this. It is actually the
tourismfund that received an increase in allocation," he explains.

The allocation for the fund fromwhich the private sector can borrow for
projects worth RVMb milllion and below at 6.5 per cent interest has been
doubl ed to RMVA00 mi |l Ii on.

According to Kadir, sone of the ternms and conditions of the fund should
| ooked into and revi ewed.

He is of the opinion that interest rates should be below 6.5 per cent,
the | oan repaynent period increased fromone-two years to three-five years
as some projects take a longer tinme to break even and nake nobney or
per haps repayment terms shoul d be considered on a case-by-case basis.

"Some of these projects should be treated Iike the highway schemes where
the repaynment period is between 20 and 30 years. Here, the Government
shoul d understand that the private sector takes the risk in undertaking
the project and so they should be given nore tinme to repay the | oan.

"When a private firmtakes a loan for a project, it often cracks its
head to ensure its success."

Interest rates, Abdul Kadir suggests, should be at three per cent.

On tourists arrivals, he says till Septenber this year, the country has
chal ked up sone 10.5 million visitors.

He attributes this success story to the Mnistry's notto of getting
everyt hi ng done today, injecting a sense of urgency, getting everyone to
wor k toget her and naki ng absol utely sure there is no procastination.

"We are going for the nunber one place and we will not be happy being
t he second best."

The Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the Wrld Trade Centre in New York has
put a danper on tourismin Mlaysia. The busiest period in Ml aysian
tourism which is fromCctober to February, will nost likely see |ess
tourists visiting the country.

Despite the gloom Abdul Kadir hinself is optimstic that next year,



Mal aysia will do better.

In order to sustain tourist arrivals, Abdul Kadir says there should nore
interesting places to visit besides upgradi ng existing infrastructure. The
standard of service should al so be inproved.

Wth all that in mnd, the Mnistry is enbarking on a canpai gn, Mesra
Mal aysi a, ai med at naking the country a super clean, super polite and
super efficient destination.

“"It's a tall order but we are determined to nake a start, a serious
start. The campaign will give visitors sonething extra and, at the sane
time, make Mal aysi ans a new breed of better people.”

Mesra Mal aysi a was to have been | aunched this nmonth but the Mnistry has
postponed it to January because it wants the canpaign to involve the whol e
nati on.
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