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Time for Malays to stop brooding

A. Kadir Jasin

SOME years ago, when Datuk Johan Jaaffar was the editor-in-chief of the
Ut usan Mel ayu Group of newspapers, he and | were invited to visit Taiwan.
It was our first visit there.

It was an exciting tine to be in Taiwan. The Tai wanese brand of
denocracy had just been born. The politicians, including Menbers of
Parliament, regularly punched each other silly in the chanber when they
wer e through abusi ng each ot her verbally.

It is funny that seemingly (or supposedly) intelligent people would do
t he nost undenocratic or even uncivilised things in the name of denocracy.

Look at what is happening in the Philippines and | ndonesia today. First
t hey remanded denocracy. To get it, they resorted to denpnstrations, which
often turned violent and bl oody. They legitim sed viol ence, by using | ofty
sl ogans such as "Peopl e Power" and "Reformasi" (reformation).

When they finally got their denbcracy or so they thought, they took to
the streets to demand the resignation of their denocratically-el ected
presidents. They cannot wait for the next election or to put their accused
| eaders on trial

But it was not the infantile behaviour of the Tai wanese MPs that becane
the highlight of our visit to the island. Rather the Iong talk we had
whi | e being taken on a slow drive along the traffic-clogged hi ghways in
and around Tai peh.

It was a dark, brooding day. The skies were cloudy and | was secretly
hoping for a typhoon to make the visit really nmenorable.

W transl ated the broodi ng day i nt o Bahasa Mal aysia and called it "hari
yang meragani. Wien a person broods, she or he usually knows neither the
reason why she or he feels that way nor how to get over the depression.

Today, pardon ne for saying it, the Malays - not all of course - are
goi ng through this experience. They are angry and unhappy with all ki nds
of things which they cannot pinpoint. So they brood.

The outburst against the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
Umo, the CGovernnent and the | ong-ended New Econom ¢ Policy, as reported
by sone newspapers on Monday was, to ny mind, the product of brooding
Mal ays.

When someone broods, she or he cannot think clearly. A brooding person
is often resentful

Not surprisingly, the gathering in Kuala Lunpur of the so-called Ml ay
Action Front |ast Sunday turned fromdefending Malay rights to criticising
Dr Mahathir and things he is associated wth.

Not that criticising Dr Mahathir or the NEP was such a big sin. The man
is all too famliar with detractions and the NEP has been condenmmed by
ot hers before.

But what really nmatters is while the enenies of the Mal ays, perceived or
real, were not confronted, the assenbly was turned into a forumfor
venting anger on fellow Mal ays.

The incident should tell the Malays that they should not be too caught
up with dog-matic slogans such as Ketuanan Mel ayu (Mal ay as the naster
race of Mal aysia), Melayu Baru (the new Mal ays) and Tak Akan Mel ayu Hil ang
Di Dunia (The Mal ays will not disappear fromthe surface of the earth).

The | ast was purportedly declared by Hang Tuah, the | egendary Ml ay
warrior of the Malacca Enpire, which incidentally was used as the battle
cry of the MAF.



Hang Tuah was nearly wong. Although the Ml ays did not disappear from
the surface of the earth, the enpire collapsed soon after and the Ml ays
becane the hanba (servants) to successive European nasters for 446 years.

The Malays will do better if they believe Iess in slogans and politica
swashbuckl ing and nore in the spirit of conpetition - the healthy and
productive type.

It is useful to rem nd ourselves that we Iive no |onger in the Ml ay
Wirl d, the Chinese Wrld and the Indian Wrld. W are living in Dunia Maya
- the virtual world, the world driven not by slogans but by the conputing
power of Mcrosoft and Intel.

Let us stop brooding. Stop blam ng the NEP. Every single Malay who
attended the MAF assenbly had gained fromthe policy. So have mllions of
ot hers.
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