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To contest or not to contest poser at Umo divisional neetings

Shansul Akmar
UWMNO nenbers going to Mecca for their pilgrinmge should now be able to
performtheir haj peacefully.

After all, the supreme council has given the assurance that branches
havi ng nmenbers perform ng the haj can postpone their neetings until the
menbers return.

Oiginally, the Umo suprenme council had set aside the whole nmonth of
March for sonme 18,000 branches to hold their annual general neeting while
April was for all 165 divisions to conclude theirs.

However, given the fact that the first batch of pilgrins are schedul ed
to | eave for Mecca on Jan 27 and the last batch to return on April 9, the
suprene council had to allow for flexibility in terns of the dates for the
neetings to be concl uded.

For the supreme council to make such a concession nmeant that there are
quite a large nunber of its nmenmbers going for the haj who in turn would
have nade an appeal for it.

There i s sonething poi gnant about all this.

For one, these nmenbers are eager to performtheir religi ous obligations,
despite the negative renmarks nade about the religi ous convictions of Umo
nmenber s.

On that score, they seemto be as aware of their religious obligations
as those who vi ewed t hem condescendi ngly.

Then there is this request that the nenbers had forwarded to their top
| eaders - to relax the timeframe for the branch to hold their neetings.

In short, they are also cormitted to their worldly affairs and woul d
want to be able to pursue their rights and participate fully in the
party's affairs.

As such, in their religious pursuits, they have not forgotten their
responsibilities in matters concerning the Mal ays and Bumi put er a.

At the sane tine, there is an ironic twist to all this.

When the Umo nenbers return fromtheir pilgrinage to participate in the
branch neetings and especially in the divisional elections, they wll
i nevitably be exposed to the "sins" which had been haunting Umo in recent
years.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had during the Umo
general assenbly on Nov 19 | ast year said:

"l have persuaded, | have pleaded, | have cried and | have prayed."
These are reflections of his frustrations in the continuing practice of
nmoney politics in party elections at all |levels and the com ng divisiona

el ections cannot be expected to be any different.

The fact renmains, however, that nmost Umo nenbers have perforned the
pil grimage, a process to cl eanse one's soul of sins past.

On their return fromthe Holy Land, they are expected to have the inner
strength to avert any tenptation to commit simlar sins.

Many Umo nenbers have gone for the haj - sonme nore than once.

While it is unfair to accuse these Umo hajis as practitioners of nobney
politics, it should be incunbent upon themto stop others fromindul gi ng
init.

O herwise in the next Umo general assenbly, Dr Mahathir will again have
to make anot her appeal to nmenmbers to put a stop to the practice of npbney
politics which, whether party nmenbers like it or not, had contributed to
t he weakeni ng of the party.



This is, however, left to one's conscience.

At the sane tine, these reports about Umo nenbers going on the
pil gri mage al so served to contradi ct the nany accusations | evelled at
them

One of it is having to contend with the on-going taunting by Ml ay
Musl i ms bel onging to the other side of the Malay political divide that
Umo nenbers are "l esser™ Mislins.

For the accusers, their conscience too should be their guide.

But back to the April divisional elections, the grassroots nmenbers seem
to have shifted into hi gher gear

Wil e there are many who want to see contests for top divisional posts,
there are others who seemto want to avoid them

Those for contests believe that too many el ections had passed i n which
conpromni ses and no-contest resolutions were taken in the nane of unity.

To them not all owi ng contests woul d not be healthy for the party as it
woul d blunt the process of rejuvenation which would bring in new bl ood and
renmove deadwood.

Surely, grassroots party nenbers are responsi bl e enough to vote in new
faces who they believe have the ability to |l ead and rejuvenate their
di vi si ons.

On the other hand, those who do not believe there should be any contests
are of the opinion that contests will further fragnent the divisions -
given the fact that the party had been badly hit since the | ast genera
el ecti on.

To them snooth changes - to be read as conprom ses and negoti at ed
changes - would be the better way of doing things.

They too believe that contests will only further encourage noney
politics.

These nmay be applicable to responsi ble and consci enti ous divi siona
| eaders; but many too would want to take advantage of the no-contest prono
to hold on to power though they had excess baggage.

It all sounds very convol uted and had reached a stage of "damed if they
do and damed if they don't".

But if there is any yardstick that the Umo nenbers can use in deciding
how t hey should deal with the comi ng divisional elections, the past ones
since 1996 can help enlighten them

That was the year when the idea of no-contest was being pronoted until
it became trendy of |ate.

Money politics has not ceased and neither has the party been greatly
rej uvenat ed

As such, they should take chances and opt for contests.

They have nothing nore to lose and it could very well be the answer to
the party's | ackl ustreness.

The rest is natters of conscience.
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