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To Erra, oops, to err is only human

Shamsul Aknar

ITWAS quite a coup for Puteri Umo chief Azalina O hman Said to get
singer cumactress Erra Fazira to join the novenent as a pro-temconmittee
menber .

"Erra in unfamliar role" said one news report, w th another headlining
the story as "New Erra in Umo".

Reactions differed as to Erra's venture into the political arena, but
some young and ent husi astic nmal e political reporters have started asking
for the Puteri Umo beat.

Detractors of Umo described the nove to recruit Erra as a cheap
political ginmck by a party desperate to attract support.

Supporters of Umo were happy that a well-known personality like Erra
had chosen Umo and not any of the other political parties especially
those fromthe Opposition

The bottomline is that Erra's nove to be part of the Puteri Umo set up
has caught the attention of many.

Wiileit is Puteri Umo's gain, it could be Erra's |ost, given the fact
that Mal ays are subscribers to politics of partisanship.

No doubt, it was i nmportant for Azalina, or rather Puteri Umo, inits
fledgling stage, to beinthe linelight and have a star attraction to help
inits recruitment drive for menbership

As pointed out earlier, given the intensity of the political divide,
Erra's decision to join Umo may endear herself further to those who
support the party. But at the sane tinme, she nay | ose sone fans who are
supporters of opposition parties, especially Parti Keadil an Nasi onal .

But Erra need not worry about fans fromPas because the party woul d not
condone nenbers idolising a fermal e star who, |ike her, does not adorn the
t udung.

Her concern shoul d be fans who support Keadil an or those who are
partyl ess but oppose Umo.

If she had taken time to reflect of what happened to songstress Siti
Nur hal i za a coupl e of years back, she woul d probably be nore prepared to
handl e what ever backl ash that may cone al ong for her decision to join
umo.

Siti did not join Umo but in a live performance, deci ded to share her
t houghts with t he audi ence, urgi ng themto support the Governnent and at
the sanme time beware of foreign interference.

Whet her she said it with the intention of supporting soneone or nerely
speaki ng out | oud her personal thoughts, Keadilan information chief Ruslan
Kassi mwas quick to | atch on her renmarks and accused her of making a
statement simlar to that of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Rusl an i mredi ately called for party nmenbers to boycott Siti's al buns.

It was a matter of concern for Siti that she refused to di scuss the
matter further and her nanagers were known to get all prickly if reporters
asked her to conment on the matter.

But | ooking at the continued popularity of Siti and her consistently
hi gh al bumsal es, it can be concluded that Siti's voice is nore appealing
than Rusl an's.

If Erra chooses to use the outcone of Siti's shortlived, non-
prenmeditated venture into politics, she should be able to find confort in
her decision to join Puteri Umo.



But nore of concern, not only for Erra, but also the rest of the
politically indul ging Malay conmunity, is the fact that preference of a
public figure is not based on his or her ability but rather their
political affiliation

At the sanme time, the urgency in the community to pronote freedom of
choi ce and speech had taken a near oxynoroni ¢ under st andi ng.

In the case of Erra, her decision of joining Puteri Umo, if leading to
a call to boycott her, would nmean she is only allowed to exercise her
freedomof choice if she joined the opposition party.

Simlarly inthe case of Siti. If her speech had been supportive of
Keadi | an or Rusl an, then she had exerci sed freedomof choice but if she
chose to be |l eaning towards Dr Mahathir or Umo, then she is a stooge, or
worst, forced to utter the words.

O course, there had been other artistes the world over who had nade
their political choices inlife and ended up being chasti sed by those from
t he opposi ng pol e.

Nanes like India's nmovie idol MR, Hollywod' s Ronal d Reagan who went on
to becone the President of the US and | ndonesi a's songbird Hetty Koes
Endang are some of those who had taken the steps before Erra.

MGR, as far as the record shows, persisted to be idolised though some
who supported other political parties may have resented himin his
political convictions.

Simlarly with Reagan. The Denocrats may disnmiss his termas the
presi dent to be i nconsequential but fans of his novies, regardl ess whet her
they are Republicans or Denbcrats, continue to enjoy them

Hetty too continues to enjoy a strong following fromher fans in
I ndonesia froma cross-section of the political divide and not only those
fromthe | sl am sts Partai Persatuan Penbangunan (the United Devel opnent
Party).

The point is that, these stars did not face a decline in their
popul arity as actors or singers though they may be criticised for their
political choices

But Erra, like Siti before her, may find such a situation not preval ent
within the Mal ay community.

Sadly too, those who chastised themare those who seemto be in the
forefront in pronoting freedomof speech and choi ce.

If Erra had expected that her role as an artist will not be affected
followi ng her decision to join Puteri Umo, she nmay have to think again.

But she can derive sone satisfaction and face t he repercussi ons bravely
i f she had made the decision to join Puteri Umo upon her own convictions.

If not, then she can tell her fans that to Erra, oops, to err, is only
human.
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