09 APR 2001
Zai nal - Pi cket
TO PI CKET OR NOT TO PI CKET, APRIL 20 IS D DAY

PETALI NG JAYA, April 9 (Bernama) -- The MIUC general council wll neet
agai n next week to deci de whether or not to proceed with a nation-w de
pi cket planned for May 12 agai nst reduction in workers' contributions to
t he Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund ( EPF)

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Senator Zainal Ranpak told
reporters here today he woul d be bound by whatever decision taken at the
meeting slated for April 20.

He was reacting to reporters' questions about the planned picket in the
wake of the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s advice that the
MITUC shoul d not create new problenms for the country.

Zai nal said he was prepared to nmeet Dr Mahathir to discuss issues
relating to the EPF and workers' wel fare.

"W want the EPF investnent panel to answer to the board. At |east we
know. Because we represent the workers' interests as well as the enployers
t 0o.

"W are encouraging the EPF to i nvest noney but it nust be in
profitabl e conpani es so that we can get good returns," he said after
opening a forumon wonen in unions organi sed by the MITUC s wonen's wi ng

Zai nal said the planned picket decided by |last Friday's MIUC genera
council neeting was not neant to underm ne national econony.

"Pi cketing does not nean going on strike... don't misquote or
m sunder st and t he pl anned picket. | reckon the planned picket will not at
all adversely affect the national econony,” he said.

Zainal said unions in the country had held simlar peaceful pickets in
the past which did not at all affect the national econony.

The pi cket planned for May 12 woul d not be held during working hours,
he sai d.

In his advice to the MIUC yesterday, Dr Mahat hir said that picketing
woul d not sol ve probl ens.

Meanwhi | e i n MELAKA, Cuepacs, the country's |argest public sector
enpl oyees uni on urged the MIUC to opt for a nore realistic approach in
i nproving the lot of the workers and at the sane bring benefits to the
nati on.

Its president N. Siva Subramaniamtold reporters that Cuepacs was not
convi nced that denonstrations would be the panacea for all problens
conmpared wi th the approach of negotiation.

Commenting on Dr Mahathir's disaproval of the MIUC s pl anned
nation-w de picket next nonth, Siva Subramaniamsaid that for one
denonstrati ons woul d chase away i nvestors.

"Cuepacs itself is against the EPF's annuity schene and has fixed Apri
30 for a 200-strong del egation to neet EPF chairman Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli
to discuss the matter," he said.

The del egati on woul d take advantage of the neeting to di scuss various
other EPF-related issues as it believed that in difficult tines, al
parties should strive towards preserving peace and stability on which
further econom c growt h hinged.

"Cuepacs feels it has a responsibility to help the governnment deal with
problens in times of difficulty," Siva Subranmani am added.
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