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Tourismsector to further boost econony

Jumaat un Azm

WTH N the next 10 years, we can expect a |lot nore activity in the | oca
tourismindustry as it has been chosen to be the key driver in the growth
of the services sector during the Third Qutline Perspective Plan as
announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad | ast Tuesday.

Here are the things that the local travel and tourismindustry i s now
geared for:

* Tourist arrivals are expected to grow at an average rate of 7.5 per
cent per annum

* Focus will be on attracting nore tourists to stay | onger, spend nore
and make repeat visits. To achieve this, State tourismand culture
authorities will be adopted and research and data collection will be
intensified to upgrade the touri smdatabase for policy formul ation.

* Major activities include the preservation and conservati on of
hi storical sites, provision and upgrading tourismrelated infrastructure
and i nproverent of tourismproducts and services.

* Eco-tourism rural tourism culture and heritage, cruise sports,
recreational tourismas well as neetings, conventions, and exhibitions
will be further devel oped.

* New tourismproducts such as martial arts practised by various ethnic
groups will get enphasis.

* The devel oprment of donestic tourismwll be given priority and
actively pronoted in view of the increasing affluence of the popul ati on.

* Devel opnents in the information and communi cation technol ogy will
enabl e the tourismindustry to provide better services at conpetitive
rates.

* The expansion of the tourismindustry through a wi der range of
recreational and entertai nment activities, better infrastructure and
conservation of the environnent will further inprove the quality of the
life of Malaysians.

* Human resources devel opment will be given priority to enhance
compet ency and professionalismto nmake the tourismindustry nore efficient
and conpetitive.

* Tourismeducation for the public, hotel enployees, tourist guides as
well as Inmmgration and Custons personnel will be enphasised. This is to
create greater awareness of the benefit of tourismand incul cate val ues of
bei ng good host to visitors besides preserving the nation's heritage and
envi ronment .

* Regi onal co-operation through joint tourismprogrames anong Asean
countries will be rigorously pursued. Collaboration through Gol den
Triangle initiatives and other strategic progranmes will be further
st rengt hened.

* Collectively, nmore conpetitive tourismproducts will be packaged to
attract nore tourists.
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