11 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r - G oupi ng
TOO MANY GROUPI NGS FOR DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today that there are now too nany organi sations for
devel opi ng countri es.

Due this, the heads of state and governnent had a very taxing tine
attendi ng neetings and it was inpossible to gather all the | eaders at the
same tinme and venue, he said.

"The main thing that we can do is to have a smaller group but given
sone formof flexibility by the others so that we would be able to react to
many t hreats agai nst us and then of course we will be nore effective," he
said

He said this during a dialogue at the international sem nar on "The
| npact of d obalisation on the Islamic Wrld: Issues and Chall enges in the
21st Century," here.

He was responding to a question fromthe floor regarding the
ef fectiveness of the Goup of Eight Devel opi ng Countries (D8).

About 140 participants fromthe O ganisation of |slanic Conference
(A C are attending the three-day sem nar organi sed by the Foreign Mnistry
and the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign Rel ations (|IDFR)

The prime mnister said a "single, snmall and effective" organisation
was what the devel opi ng countries needed to effectively react and put up
st ands agai nst the devel oped nati ons.

For exanple, he said, to date there were groupings of 54 Muslim
countries, 130 non-aligned countries and the Group of 77 (Gr7) which
consi sts about 130 countries, and it was inpossible to get all the heads of
state and governnment to sit down together.

"Agai nst this huge collection of governnents, we have a Group of Seven
countries (G7), very powerful countries. They can just easily ring up each
ot her to make a deci sion and when they nmake a decision, it can be harnfu
to devel opi ng nations," he said.

On the D8, Dr Mahathir said it was a special group of devel oping
countries which focused nore on hel ping each other to devel op and perform
good wor k.

The D8 conprises Egypt, |Indonesia, Iran, Ml aysia, N geria, Pakistan,
Tur key and Bangl adesh, which are all nenbers of the nuch larger OC.
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