12 NOV 2001
| ndon- Nat r abu
TOP M NANGKABAU RESTAURANT PRI CKS M SI AN TASTE BUD

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- A top |Indonesian restaurant, Natrabu, has
set foot in Kuala Lunmpur, offering Malaysians with its acclai ned authentic
taste of M nangkabau cui si ne.

The food outlet, located at the KL Sentral Conplex, had its soft |aunch
on Cct 31 before its grand openi ng soon.

Al t hough a few ot her M nangkabau joints had al ready nmade their presence
much earlier in Kuala Lunpur, Natrabu had set its goal in capturing a
consi derabl e chunk of the food market in the Ml aysian capital city.

Nat rabu, which started its operations as an airlines and travel agent
in 1958 before venturing into the restaurant business a year |ater, enjoys
a large foll owi ng of food connoi sseurs, including prom nent figures of the
republi c.

Mal aysi ans visiting Jakarta could not afford to mss the delightful
taste of the M nangkabau food at Natrabu.

Anmong them are Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Myhanad
and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and ot her Ml aysi an
dignitaries.

The picture of Dr Mahathir eating at Natrabu was proudly hung on the
wal | of the restaurant by its owner.

Natrabu specialities are not just to invoke the salivating taste of its
dishes with a well-prepared reci pe but al so exhibiting the M nangkabau
culture and tradition of serving the food to its guests.

The restaurant is decorated reflecting the art of M nangkabau honme and
its enpl oyees dressed in traditional costunes.

Nat rabu Managi ng Director Rahim Sutan said such display of cultura
el enent underscored the M nangkabau' s affection towards its guests.

He said over the years Natrabu gave strong enphasis on proper cooking
of the M nangkabau di shes which are al so known as Padang f ood.

"My late nother, who was a good cook, had been instrumental in the
effort and had initially acted as a taste quality controller in our
restaurant kitchen," he said.

It is with such distinction of cultural aroma that had attracted the
st at e- owned Per badanan Nasi onal Berhad (PNS) to tie up with the Natrabu
managenent to reach greater market outside | ndonesia.

Nat rabu had been very conservative in its outlook by restricting its
operations to just one outlet in Jakarta at Sabang Road in the heart of the
city and another in the world-class tourist spot of Bali

The Kual a Lunpur branch is the first outside the |Indonesian shores for
Nat r abu restaurant.

PNS Chi ef Executive O ficer Shaharin Shahrudin said the joint venture
woul d put Natrabu on a hi gher business positioning with plans to open nore
outlets not just in Malaysia but in Singapore and Brunei as well.
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