04 MAY 2001
Abdul | ah- Town
TONN AND COUNTRY PLANNI NG ACT AMENDVENT TO STREAM.I NE EFFORTS

PUTRAJAYA, May 4 (Bernama) -- The proposed anendnment to Town and
Country Pl anning Act 1976, to be tabled in Parliament in July, ains to
stream ine efforts between the Federal and state governnents.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said the
Nat i onal Council for Local Governnents (M\NKT), in a neeting today,
unani mously approved the proposal.

"It will standardise the |aws and policies on town and country
pl anning," he said at a press conference after chairing the MKT neeting
her e.

"The proposed anmendnent will also help inprove comunication and
cooperation between the various state governnents concerning cross-border
devel opnent issues."

The MNKT neeting al so approved seven proposals submitted by state and
| ocal authorities, including another amendnent to the Federal Territory of
Kual a Lunpur Entertai nment Act (Amendnent 2001) for a nore effective
enforcerment of the | aw

"The devel opnent of Putrajaya, for exanple, requires the cooperation of
the Federal governnment and Sel angor and Negeri Senbilan state governments,"
sai d Abdul | ah.

The proposed anendnent will al so enhance conservation efforts and | and
use at the local authority and state |evels.

He said the setting up of what is to be called the Klang Val |l ey Counci
by Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor to coordi nate devel opnent efforts is proposed
under the anendnent.

"W also plan to set up a National Physical Planning Council in which
the Federal and state governnents can deliberate on matters concerni ng town
and country planning," he said.

The council will be chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad wi th Abdul | ah as the deputy.

Abdul | ah sai d sone pl anni ng weaknesses exi st currently such as when a
district officer was given a role but not a town and country pl anni ng
professional resulting in haphazard devel opnent in the particul ar area.

He said the proposed National Physical Planning Council wll give
advice but it does not plan to interfere in the devel opnent pl anni ng of
state governnents.

Al so approved was a proposal on the environnent friendly irrigation
manual , making it a requirement in infrastructure devel opment pl anning.

Anot her proposal approved was for state governnents to anend their
by-laws to make it conpul sory for all new buildings, fromJune 1, 2002, to
install dual flushing in a nove to save water.

The MNKT al so set the criteria for the upgrade in status for |ocal

authorities -- for city status, a local authority nust have a popul ati on of
at | east 300,000 people and an annual revenue of at |east RMBO million.
For a district council to be upgraded to a nunicipal council, it nust

have a popul ati on of not | ess than 100,000 peopl e and an annual revenue of
not | ess than RMLO million.

Abdul | ah sai d anot her proposal approved was for the Health Mnistry to
take over the running of health services of 50 local authorities facing
financi al constraints.

He said the proposal for local authorities to assune control over
abandoned | and or that used for unapproved purposes was al so approved.



As for the proposal on the Kual a Lunpur Entertainment Act, he said it
sought to increase the penalties for offences such as operating
entertai nment outlets without a licence and putting up entertai nnent
advertisements without a permt.
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