26 SEP 2001
Chong- Ganbl i ng
TRADI NG LI CENCE TO BE | SSUED TO DI Rl WAN CORP

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 26 (Bernanmm) -- The state government has agreed to
issue a trading licence to Diriwan Corporation Sdn Bhd to resune its numnber
forecast operations in Sabah, Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said
t oday.

He said the decision was taken to respect what was earlier decided by
the federal Finance Mnistry which approved the renewal of Diriwan Corp's
gamng |licence effective Oct 1.

Diriwan Corp, a unit of Aynpia Industries Bhd, ceased its nunber
forecast operations in 1996 when it was found to have breached the
I'i censing conditions.

"Wth this decision, the state government expects Diriwan to update its
mont hly rental of RM250,000 for the use of the Tanbal ang race course in
Tuaran to the government," Chong told reporters after chairing the weekly
cabi net neeting here.

The conpany was al so expected to devel op the Tanbal ang race course into
a proper international race course as well as for equine activities to draw
visitors to the state, he said

Yest erday, former chief mnister and Sabah People's Progressive Party
(SAPP) president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said it was the policy of the state
Bari san Nasi onal governnent since 1994 to reduce ganbling in Sabah.

However, Chong said while ganbling could never be elininated, the
activity could be controlled through Iicensing.

"You want to elimnate ganbling, then you will be giving all the
opportunity to the underground (the illegal ganbler),"” he said.

Chong also said it was not within the powers of the chief mnister as
well as the state to prohibit anyone fromwanting to operate gam ng
busi nesses.

On the RMA. 3 billion stinmulus package announced by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, Chong said he hoped Sabah woul d be given top
priority in the package.
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