01 MAY 2001
Wor ker s- Roundup
TRADE UNI ONS LEAD WORKERS' DAY CELEBRATI ONS | N MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, May 1 (Bernama) -- Major | abour unions | ed May Day
cel ebrations in Mal aysi a today, organising several events to mark the day
devoted to workers worl dw de.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad attended a Workers' Day
gat hering here organi sed by Cuepacs, the unbrella body for public sector
uni ons.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mbhd Al
and Human Resorces M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn, was greeted by sone 90
uni formed governnent servants on arrival at the gathering attended by sone
1,000 civil servants.

I n Subang Jaya, Mal aysian Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) organi sed a
simlar Worrkers' Day celebration at Wsma MIUC and it was attended by over
3,000 wor kers.

The cel ebration started as early as 7am when the workers started
marching fromthree different | ocations to converge at the MIUC
headquarters for the cel ebration proper

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak, in his speech which touched on
several issues, advised workers to protect their rights and not to be
afrai d of defending the rights even if treatened by their enpl oyers.

He al so called on the government to recognise Conventions 97 and 98 in
the co-Iabour standard introduced by the International Labour Organisation
requiring in-house unions to be recognised as full fledged unions.

"This is especially to allow government servants to formtheir union and
not just in-house union as they do not have a bargai ni ng power," he said.

At the Kuala Lunmpur City Centre (KLCC), 40 non-governnent al
organi sations held a gathering in conjunction with Wrkers' Day, attracting
about 2,000 peopl e.

The event which begun at 10.30am |l asted for two hours with speeches
fromrepresentatives of workers, nostly fromthe plantati on sector

They al so read a "Dekl arasi Rakyat" (People's Declaration), which
touched on workers' rights in the country.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Resource and | nformation Technol ogy Devel opnent
M ni ster Tan Sri Joseph Kurup urged workers in the state to avoid
industrial actions intrying to get their problens addressed.

He said actions |ike picketing would only result in nore probl ens, not
only to the workers but al so the conmunity at |arge.

"We don't want to emulate workers in other countries which are
frequently hit by chaos because their workers resort to staging
denonstrations," he said at a May Day gat heri ng organi sed by the Mruc

Meanwhi | e, Sabah MIUC chairnman Francis Ariffin said four nore unions
affiliated with the congress were fornmed in the past one year, giving nore
roomfor workers in the state to fight for their rights

They are the Sabah Hotels, Resorts and Restaurants Wrkers Union;

Mal aysia Airlines Executive Oficer Union; Sabah Banks O ficer Union; and
t he Sabah Agricul ture Executive Union.

"I wish to congratul ate menbers of the new unions for they have
realised howinportant it is to have a union to protect your interest," he
sai d.

Wth the inception of the new unions, MIUC which nade its presence in
Sabah in 1984, now has 18 affiliates in the state representing the interest
of sone 35, 000 nenbers.
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