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TRAI'N HARDER TO BRI NG HONOURS TO COUNTRY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, March 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mohanad has
urged national athletes to train harder so that they can win nedals for the
country and enhance its nane.

"I hope athletes will be nore serious in undergoing training so that
they can bring back nore gold, silver and bronze medals to enhance
Mal aysia's name in the sports arena,” the prime mnister said.

"Spend nore tine to train, train and train until you succeed on the
worl d stage," he said at a cerenony where 10 conpani es handed over
contributions to the Squash Rackets Association of Mal aysia (SRAM here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysian athletes' failure at the international |evel
m ght be due to their relatively small build but there were sonme sports in
whi ch they coul d be anpng the best.

"Fortunately, there are several sports in which we can be world
chanpions. | believe we can be successful in squash," he said.

He hoped that the corporate sector would continue to support sports in
whi ch Mal aysia has the potential to succeed because heavy expenses woul d be
incurred in conducting thorough and | ong-termtrai ning.

"Governnment aid alone is definitely not enough, and it is inportant for
corporate bodies to support sports in which we have the potential to be
chanpi ons, " he sai d.

SRAM presi dent Datuk Nk Moharmed Din said it was the association's
target to have a Mal aysian as the world nunmber one by the year 2006.

He said SRAM needed nore than RML nmillion a year to finance its
programres, including to unearth new tal ents.

Mal aysi a has dom nated Asi an squash and has produced junior world
chanpions in Ong Beng Hee, who is ranked 13th in the world, and N co
Davi d.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received RVb00O, 000 from 10 conpani es under the
"Partners in Sports" programme to help finance SRAM s activities.
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