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Tr ai ni ng cani nes for chores

Bhavani Krishna |lyer
GOOD news for the physically handi capped - help is just a phone call away
if your are | ooking for someone to run errands for you.

Newspaper col umi st Ant hony Thanasayan has come up with a speci al
training programre for dogs and you will be amazed at the whole | ot of
t hi ngs cani nes are capabl e of doing.

Thanasayan | aunched his service, called Bivai Special Dogs, and its
website recently. The | aunch was conducted by Datuk Paduka Marina Mahat hir
at the residence of Hugh Storey, forner president of the Ml aysian
Di sabl ed Persons Association, in Jalan Perumahan Gurney, Kuala Lunpur.

Al so present was Storey, who delivered the keynote address.

I n her openi ng speech, Marina said Thanasayan's effort was instrunental
in bridging the gap between mai nstream soci ety and di sabl ed peopl e.

Thanasayan said he was inspired to carry out the project five years ago
when he bought a Gol den Retriever at a pet shop.

"My whole Iife started changing fromthere on. My | ate grandnot her and
trained the dog tirelessly and our hard work paid off," he said.

He added that he later acquired two nore dogs. The three cani nes have
been trained to carry out sinple chores such as coll ecting newspapers,
putting soiled clothes into the washi ng machi ne, and retrieving things
fromunder tables and beds.

"The time taken to train the dogs depends heavily on the relationship
the trainer has with the dog.

"It all depends on how the dog is treated. If you treat himwell, he
will learn faster," he added.

Thanasayan is now training a dog for his fourth disabled client.

For details of the Bivai Special Dogs training programre, call 019-
2643296 or e-nmil: ant@c.jaring. ny.
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