09/ 05/ 2001
Trai ning institutes have enough pl aces for school |eavers

Hami sah Hami d

HUMVAN Resources M ni stry's I ndustrial Training lInstitutes (1Tls) have
enough places for school -leavers if there is a sudden surge in
applications followi ng the rel axation of quota systemat the public higher
| earning institutes.

Human Resources M nistry secretary-general Datuk Dr Syed Muhamad Syed
Abdul Kadir said there are currently 19 I TIs and advanced t echnol ogy
training centres in the country, which can take in 17,000 trai nees a year.

"Wth nore institutes being built, the intake will be increased to
43,000 trai nees a year by the end of the Ei ghth Mal aysia Pl an (2001-2005).
"So, there will be no problem" he told reporters on the sidelines of the
Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations sub-comittee on Labour Affairs
neeting in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Syed Muhanmad was asked to comment on the I TIs' current capacity to
accommodat e possi bl e i ncrease i n applications fromschool -1 eavers,
especially the Bumi puteras, to undergo training at the mnistry's
institutes.

School -1 eavers, especially the Bum puteras, are expected to | ook for
alternativelearninginstitutes after the recent Government announcenent
to relax the quota systemfor Bum putera and non-Bum putera in public
universities. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said the
Gover nment woul d consi der al |l owi ng the non-Bumi puteras to get unfilled
uni versity seats reserved for Bum puteras.

On anot her devel opment, Syed Miuhamad sai d the ministry does not expect
to face nuch difficulty if there is mass retrenchnent foll owi ng the
unf avour abl e gl obal econom ¢ condition

He sai d the taskforce set up under the ministry to nonitor retrenchments
inthe country has fornul ated various strategies

"Some of them have been inplenented such as the job fairs to match
enpl oyers and j ob-seekers. "W have al so i nformed enpl oyers on procedures
they have to take in retrenchi ng workers," he said.

Syed Miuhamad, who is | eading the taskforce, said retrenchment is not a
problemin Mal aysia as there are many vacancies in the country.

"All we need to do is match the laid off workers and vacancies,"” he
said, adding that the job fairs which were hel d before had recei ved
over whel m ng support.

He said the ministry will organise nore job fairs in the country.
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