11/ 04/ 2001

Travel associati ons' annual conference

ITis a busy and exciting week for sone 1,800 travel industry players as
they congregate in Kuala Lunpur for the Pacific Asia Travel Association's
50t h Annual Conference in Putra Wrld Trade Centre

The event, thenmed "Proud Past-Prom sing Future" marks the gol den
anni versary of an organi sation founded in 1951 in the spirit of co-
operation, awareness buil ding and peace through tourism

Launched by the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Monday,
the five-day conference features a |lineup of 23 high profile speakers from
seven countries including the president of Marriot International Ed
Ful | er, executive vice-president of Boei ng Comercial USA Seddi k
Bel yamani, senior consultant to the United Nations Centre on Transnati ona
Co-operation Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie and founder and director of Megatrends
Asi a Foong Wai Fong.

In addition to these educational sessions, the Pata Gold Awards were
al so presented on Mnday, thanks to the Macau Government Tourist Ofice
in recognition of outstanding achi evenents by nore that 24 organi sations
and individuals in the areas or marketing and pronotion, heritage and
culture, education, journalismand environmental tourism

O her activities include the National CGeographic Travell er Magazi ne
| uncheon, the screening of an acclained nmultinmedia presentation by the
Nati onal CGeographic Society and the Pata annual industry dinner thened "50
Gol den Years".

Del egates from 70 nmenber countries will al so be going for conplinentary
tours which will highlight the exotic diversity of Ml aysia, which will be
a perfect ending to a fruitful neeting of the m nds.
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