23/ 11/ 2001

Tribute fromthe Arnmed Forces

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Ml aysian Arned Forces paid a final tribute
steeped in mlitary tradition to their Suprene Commander, the | ate Yang

di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, with a guard of honour
mounted by 120 nen and officers at Dataran Merdeka today.

The nen were fromthe 1st Battalion of the Royal Ml ay Regi nent
commanded by Mej Handan Musa.

The guard of honour waited for the coffin which arrived in a carri age
pul  ed by 28 nen representing the Arny, Navy, Air Force at Dataran Merdeka
since 11. 30am

The cerenpny was wi tnessed by nore than 10, 000 peopl e who turned out at
the fanbus square to pay their final tribute to the King, who is fondly
renenbered as a peopl e' s person.

Sonbre yet calm people fromall walks of life, bade farewell to their
bel oved Ki ng.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah, the 11th Yang di - Pertuan Agong, died
at 11.57amat the d eneagles Intan Medical Centre yesterday.

The big screen showing |ive tel ecast of the procession at Dataran
Merdeka was the focus of the crowd who stood al ong the concrete wal kways
to witness nmonments which they will remenber for the rest of their lives.

Their concentration was briefly interrupted by the presence of a
vagrant, but "peace" was again restored when the man was | ed away by
poli cemen on duty.

The incident did not stop the people fromlooking for a good vant age
poi nt to observe the proceedi ngs.

About nid-afternoon, the procession fromlstana Negara arrived
acconpani ed by dignitaries, including the Queen Tuanku Siti Ai shah, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

After the salute by the guard of honour, the coffin was transferred to
the royal hearse by 12 pall bearers representing the three services of the
def ence forces.

Followi ng this, the Queen and other guests boarded their respective cars
to escort the King to his final resting place at the Royal Mausol eumin
Kl ang.

Earlier, thousands took their turns to pay their |last respects to the
|late King at |stana Negara while sone waited outside the pal ace near the
carri age.

The 3, 402kg carriage was pulled by 48 unifornmed personnel |ed by Kapt
Zanbari Khori b.

Sone 48 personnel fromthe Armed Force (14), RWN (14), RMAF (10) and the
Royal Mal aysi an Police (10) marched 2. 5km al ongsi de the cortege until
Dat aran Merdeka before it (the casket) was transferred to a hearse.

Twel ve warrior-1like clad Jejawat Payung dan Tonbak fromthe 1st Mal ay
Regi ment bearing six unbrellas and spears escorted the carri age.

As the coffin was placed onto the waiting carriage and started its
journey to Dataran Merdeka, all those who acconpanied the |late King wal ked
slowy to the national anthem played by Royal Ml ay Regi nent band | ed by
Kapt Nor man Kamar uddi n
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