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Mahat hir - F1
TURNOUT FOR F1 RACE VERY GOOD, SAYS MAHATHI R

SEPANG, March 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i s happy
with the turnout at the Sepang F1 Circuit today for the Petronas Ml aysi an
Grand Prix despite a drop in the nunber of spectators conpared to | ast
year.

"The turnout was very good considering that this race was held | ess
than six nonth after the last race,” the Prime Mnister said.

He said he was infornmed that 75,000 people canme to watch the F1 race
conpared to 88,000 for last year's event held in Cctober. The organi sers
had printed 90,000 tickets for today's race.

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that next year's race, to be held
exactly one year fromnow, would attract nore peopl e.

"I expect people by then will have enough enthusiasmto cone here. | am
sure a lot nore people will be coming," he told reporters at the end of the
race.

Dr Mahat hir disagreed that the | ower turnout was because of higher
hotel rates are reduced interest fromforeigners.

"I think the hotels are all fully occupied despite the high rate.
think that is not the nain reason.

"I think this race is held too soon after the last race. That is the
reason there were not as nmany foreigners conpared to | ast year," he said.

The Prime Mnister said said nore peopl e abroad had conme to know
Mal aysia after it began hosting the F1 race in 1999.

"I think a | ot of people now probably know Sepang nore than they know
Mal aysia. This is all for good...l think nore people know Mal aysi a t han
before we had F1 racing," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said many people had given a positive feedback on the
circuit here and the way the race was organi sed.

"This is the best circuit and the race is very well organi sed. They
were very inpressed and willing to give positive opinion about SIC (race
organi ser Sepang International Grcuit).

"The same conment was received in the first year, nmore of it in the
second year, and today too they were very positive in their coments," he
sai d.

The Prime M nister said the government was willing to provide
incentives to develop the notorsport industry in the country.

"I think the people who are interested in notorsports can conme up with
suggestions and the governnent is ever willing to support, encourage and
probably give sone incentives, provided of course this will benefit the
country's econony," he said.

Dr Mahathir called on the private sector to play a nore active role in
pronoti ng notorsports and other sports, saying it was nore conpetent at
t his.

On the role of government agencies in pronoting the sport, he said: "I
think the Mnistry of Tourismw Il be very interested to work closely wth
t he organi ser, and people involved in notorsports and notoring as a whol e
shoul d be brought in."

Dr Mahat hir described today's race, won by triple world chanpi on
M chael Schumacher, as very exciting.

"For the first tine they got the real Mal aysi an weather conplete with
rainstorm. | think it is sonmething of a new experience for them (because
initially they conplained that it was very hot). So it was a very exciting



race," he said.
On the nove to telecast the race live after the people had initially

been told that there would only be a del ayed tel ecast, Dr Mahathir said the
organi ser resorted to this to persuade nore people to come and watch the
race.

"But | think it was not necessary because the people will cone anyway.
General ly of course those people watching on television will not spend a
single sen to cone here. Probably sone people get the kick out of watching
tel evision while others want to see the real thing," he added.
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