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Twenty years on, and still irreplaceable

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE year 1963 was a nenor abl e one for Mal aya and me, personally. Ml aya
was enl arged to be cone Mal aysia and | becane the nation's first political
secretary at the age of 26.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister, Mnister of Defence and M ni ster of Rural
Devel oprment, Tun Razak Hussei n, an enli ghtened nationalist, was a great
favourite of the Malays and the civil service. He nade ne his "eyes and
ears", which was to last until he suddenly di ed on January 14 1976, after
being PMbarely five years.

Sone of ny early assignments were to acconpany hi mon an unannounced
visit to Tel uk Anson (Teluk Intan), to attend a UN conference i n Bangkok
and to visit Alor Star on nmy own to nmake contacts with Kedah's Umo Young
Tur ks.

One evening, towards the end of the year, barely three nonths into the
job, over dinner at Syed Ahmad Sahabuddi n's house, | net Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Zahir |smail (now Speaker of Parlianent), Azahari Taib (nowa Tan
Sri) and one or two others. Syed Ahmad i s nowthe Governor of Mal acca. The
rel ati onship has endured for 38 years.

Tun Razak, one of Malaysia's astute politicians, was groom ng four young
Umo | eaders for the future but his best wager was Dr Mahathir, who
yest erday cel ebrated his 20th year in of fice.

Dr Mahathir fully justified the long-termand shrewd assessnments of Tun
Razak' s advi sors.

The British political intelligence service had devoted nuch tine
cultivating three KL-based young Turks, giving Dr Mahathir, the ol dest of
the four (and living up north in the provincial town of Alor Star) scant
attention.

"Asilly mstake", a senior British diplomat, in typical British
under statenment, said to ne when Dr Mahathir [ aunched the "Buy British
Last” policy in 1981.

| consoled him "Well, two nearly made it." He appeared nollified a bit.
Despite that he earned a kni ght hood many years | ater.

In his early years and even after he joined the Front Bench (before
becom ng PM Dr Mahathir was an extrenmely conmitted politician.

But after two score years, though he has not, | think, wavered in his
m ssion to push the Bumi puteras to greater heights, he has becone a bit
circunmspect and is norewilling to |l earn and even all ow hinself to be

persuaded to try an alternative route to achieve his cherished ai ns.

Twenty years is eternity in politics. His political longevity is
unlikely to be surpassed for along tinme in a denocracy. He and Umo are
facing a major intellectual and political threat that could well transform
Mal aysia into a theocratic, scrupul ously purist Islamc nation.

Astrict Islamc theocratic state will spell doomfor personal freedom
liberal traditions and even the free nmarket and anyt hi ng and everyt hi ng
whi ch smacks of the free market and westernisation.

This is pre-eminently the tine, in the face of Pas' ultra-Islanic
assault, for Dr Mahathir and us Mal aysi ans to speak the truth, frankly and
bol dly. Nor need we shrink fromhonestly facing the conditions in our
nati on today.

| believe, under Dr Mahathir's conti nued and courageous | eader shi p,

Mal aysia will endure as it has endured, will recover and will prosper.

But first of all, every sane Mal aysian, the non-Malay silent mgjority



especially, nust rally behind the present niddl e-of-the-road Government to
fight and convert what appears to be political inaction into bold advance.

Nowis the tine for all good nen and wonen to conme to the aid of Dr
Mahathir to ensure that we are a "no-1ose" position

The peopl e nust realise that the sooner they do this the better. Pas is
no | onger a paper tiger. The only nane of the gane is Islam a radica
pan- | sl am smwhi ch wi |l extingui sh any secul ar-nationalist coalition and
traditions. Surprisingly, even the mnute "Stalinist" Parti Rakyat appears
to be accepting the fait acconpli.

Pas is no | onger a blustering provincial party with no real strength; it
isaterrifying force nowand in the future. Wll, it's obviously nore
than a drizzle and it can and will get heavier; it is not a passing
shower. Get your unbrellas ready or call the bonoh!

I have used the et aphor tiger because the Pas tiger has | ong stal ked the
Mal aysi an political | andscape, virtually ignored even by Umo and because
of this the party is now paying a high price for its conpl acency.

In the arrogance of power, it never occurred to the Umo | eadership that
Pas was a threat, and so they let it be. Nowthere is dismay at the | eve
of acceptance that Pas enjoys anpbng a particul ar group of Mal ays.

Make no mi stake, the Pas tiger is | ean and hungry.

The ruling Umo needs a paradi gmshift which will lead, | hope, to
i nventive and radi cal changes throughout, re-inventing and re-organi sing
it, not necessarily enlarging it. Wthout a conprehensive overhaul it may
be difficult to enthuse the young | eaders and voters and capture their
i magi nati on and commi t ment and | oyal ty.

A d assunptions have been repl aced by new paradi gns, as in the shift
fromthinking that the majority of Malays will automically support Umo,
Mal ay Special Position and privil eges, and noderate Islam to a new
paradi gmthat there are Mal ays now perhaps even willing to nmake a volte-
face, sinmply to hurt Umo because a house or a race divi ded agai nst itself
shall not stand: Kel antan and Ter engganu

But then in the two Mal ay-domi nated states Umo, or rather the
| eadership, is generally derided and in two or three cases despi sed.

| aman optimst, the Mal ay support has not becone irrecoverable. It can
and will be reclaimed if the Mal ays and Mal aysi ans bel i eve Umo and t he
Gover nment have cl eansed t hensel ves of the bad appl es, rotten eggs, the
corrupt who abuse their office, and deadwood.

VWhet her one likes it or not, we need a | eader of conviction, a strong
personality, not intimdated by criticismfromw thinor without, a well-
tested and experi enced man to destroy the political parasites who are

mai ming and slowy killing the party and gover nment.
"Re-inventi ng Umo" and t he "New par adi gmgover nnent” ideas should
appeal tothe majority of Malaysians. If this does not work, well, a re-

i nvented Pas, buttressed by DAP and Keadilan, is waiting in the w ngs.

I amconfident a serious and credi ble re-invented Umo and gover nment
will enlist the unconditional support of all. Spell out the newplan with
new pl ayers at an appropriate tine.

The irony is that the only |l ead player who can do all this is Dr
Mahat hir, 76, who may go down in history as soneone who rmade a di fference.

Dr Mahathir has a fantastic appetite for hard work, the ability to
confront chall enges and an iron constitution despite his heart surgery.

He can rise to the occasion at the crucial point, especially if it
threatens his | egacy, because he doesn't think he nust be popul ar
attractive, sociable and deferential if he can get the job done to save
the nation fromPas, which can al so abort his Vision 2020 i n 2003 or 2004.

| can't think of anyone el se with courage, education, experience and
m ndset who woul d dare to stick his neck out for us.



Life isn't going to be good for anyone under Pas and Ml aysi an wonen,
Muslinms in particular, are going to get a very raw deal .

The next tinme around we wi |l know whet her there exists a particul ar
i ndefinable political electricity between Umo and the Ml ays and non-
Mal ays.

Journalists, witers and historians tend to be kinder to wi nners than to
| osers.
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