12/ 09/ 2001

Twel ve teenagers to attend UN session on children in New York

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Twel ve teenagers chosen to attend the three-day
United Nations Special Session on Children will |eave for New York on
Thur sday.

They will participate in programmes organi sed by the United Nations
Children's Fund (Unicef).

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man said the teenagers were chosen based on their |eadership skills,
extra curricular activities, conmand of English and tal ents.

She sai d know edge of current affairs and the workings of the UN were
al so instrunental in the sel ection process, which was done by a conmttee
conprising officials fromthe nministry and the Education Mnistry.

Siti Zaharah said the children had different backgrounds and represented
t he various races.

She said a few nore teenagers woul d al so be going to New York on their
own accord t hrough the assistance of non-governnental organisations.

She will lead the Ml aysi an del egation that conprises officials fromthe
m ni stry, Education, Human Resources and Health Mnistries, the Economc
Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent and NGCs.

The teenagers will be given a briefing tonorrow on the role they will be
pl ayi ng, besides listening to feedback fromothers who had attended
simlar events.

"This will give thema clear idea on what to expect when they arrive
there. W do not want themto be overwhel med by the atnosphere,” said Siti
Zahar ah.

She said in addition to the official General Assenbly proceedi ngs there
were dozens of side events and activities planned around the Speci al
Session, that starts on Sept 19.

She sai d anong the programes were a forum on young people orientation,
a session on action plans on what happens after the Special Session, an
outreach project and a nedia consortium

Anmong those going to the Special Session will be two children fromthe
CGol den Kids Club. Siti Zaharah said they woul d be attenting the medi a
consortiumwhich ainmed to train participants on journalismskills and how
to cover the Special Session.

She said the outreach project was divided into two areas - kids corner
and nei ghbour hood concert.

"This project would introduce the participants to the lifestyle of New
York children."

Siti Zaharah said the experience of attending the Special Session would
benefit all and hoped it would hel p boost the "Say Yes for Children"
canpai gn, launched on Sept 1 by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

The "Say Yes for Children" canpaign is part of a global crusade to
enabl e children and adults to speak out on ways to inprove the lives of
chil dren.

It is built on 10 inperatives. They are "l eave no child", "put children
first", "care for every child", "fight HWV A DS", "stop harning and
exploiting children", "listen to children", "educate every child",
"protect children fromwar", "protect the earth for children" and "fight

poverty: invest in children".
( END)
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