30/ 08/ 2001

Two | ucky students tell Dr Mahathir their aspirations for Ml aysia

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - It isn't often that young people get a chance to tel
the Prime Mnister their aspirations for Ml aysia, but two students did
just that today.

Johann CGhazaly, 15, and Pong Yu M ng, 16, won the opportunity to neet
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad after grabbing the top prizes in a Nationa
Day essay and letter-witing contest.

The contest was organi sed by the New Straits Ti mes and Coca- Col a
Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir received themw th warmsniles as they handed over their
essays to himat the prize-giving cerenbny at Putrajaya's Perdana Square.

The Prime M nister also presented themwi th a trophy each.

Bot h Johann, a Form Three student at the St John's Institution and Pong,
a Form Four student from SMK Taman Desa, went home with RV, 000 each.

In his letter to the Prinme Mnister, Johann w ote about how viol ence had
caused much suffering in the world and the need for the young to be
exposed to humanitarian ideas.

"Why? So we will know that violent action such as refornmasi (violence in
the streets) is not the best solution ... it is an act that shows fear and
hatred," he wote.

He sai d young people searching for an identity were often tenpted to try
out extrene behavi our

Pong wrote an essay on how he hoped to build Ml aysia into a people's
nati on whi ch woul d be respected, educated and free fromsocial ills.

He had dreans for an economnical |l y-sound country which had nastered
technol ogy but also a country which cherished its natural environnent.

"W nustn't forget that our children don't inherit the earth from us,
but it is we who borrowit fromthem" he said.

He al so wanted a caring and | ovi ng soci ety.

The contest, which ran fromAug 1 to Aug 21, attracted 300 entries from
students for its two categories - |ower secondary (Forns One to Three) and
upper secondary (Forns Four and Five).

The students were asked to wite essays or letters expressing their
hopes for Ml aysia, and were judged on their ideas, logic, practicality
and | anguage.

Present at the prize-giving cerenony were New Straits Ti mes Sdn Bhd
group editor Datuk Ahmad A. Talib and Coca-Col a country manager Rei ner
Becker .
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