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Two questi ons uppernost about the next Sabah Chief M nister

Joni st on Bangkuai

TWO questions have surfaced as Datuk Seri Osu Sukam s two-year term as
Sabah Chief Mnister draws nearer to a close under a systemof rotating
the post anong the three main communities in the State.

Many are eager to knowif the rotation will continue and who will be the
next Chief Mnister when GCsu's termexpires in March.

Some have openly said that the rotation should be continued, but there
are al so those who feel that the tine has come for the systemto be
reviewed to eval uate whether it should be retained or discontinued.

When Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad nade a brief stop-
over in Kota Kinabalu en route to Kuala Lunpur after visiting GCsaka,
Japan, |ast week, sonme expected himto shed light on the natter.

But all Dr Mahathir, who is the Barisan Nasional chairman, had to say
was: "I have not made up ny nmind."

The Prime M nister was al so not ready to reveal if a non-Mislim
Bum putera woul d be appointed as Gsu's repl acenent.

"If we say everything now ... there is nothing to say later," said Dr
Mahat hir.

Hi s answers gave rise to questions about the future of the systemand to
various interpretations of what he neant.

"People are free to interpret the Prine Mnister's statenent, but |
think he (Dr Mahathir) has already made up his mind," said Sabah Umo
deputy chairman Datuk Seri Salleh Tun Said.

I ntroduced when the Bari san Nasi onal took over the State admi nistration
in April 1994, the systemenabled a Miusli mBuni putera, a non-Mislim
Bum putera and a Chinese to take turns every two years at being Chief
M ni ster.

It was introduced to denpbnstrate the BN s sincerity in sharing power
anong the three nmain comunities in Sabah.

The first to be appointed Chief Mnister under the systemwas Tun
Sakaran Dandai who had to relinquish the post after seven nonths to pave
the way for his appointnent as Sabah's Yang di-Pertua Negeri.

Since the introduction of the rotation system Sabah has seen five
different Chief Mnisters (including Gsu) in seven years which, perhaps,
is a record unnmat ched by any other State in Ml aysi a.

As the Prime Mnister did not give a conclusive answer to the issue
many t hought that Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw
woul d when he made a three-day visit to Sabah which ended | ast Sat urday.

But at a Press conference called just before he left, Abdullah told a
reporter that he had nothing to say on the matter.

A State Umo | eader who insisted on anonynmity said the rotation issue
was rai sed when Abdul | ah had a cl osed-door neeting with State Umo | eaders
during his visit to Sabah, but he (Abdullah) declined to go into the
subj ect.

OGsu, who prefers to concentrate on his duty as Chief Mnister rather
than talk about the rotation, feels that the matter is best left to the
wi sdomof the Prinme M nister

"BN conponent parties in Sabah have decided to | eave the matter to the
Prime M nister to decide and as such, we should concentrate on devel opi ng
the State rather than divert our attention to the rotation issue," he
sai d.

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup agrees with



Osu, saying that what is inportant is for all the BN conponent parties to
co-operate and focus attention on uplifting the living standard of the
peopl e.

"If the rotation continues, whoever is chosen as Chief Mnister we
shoul d accept as was the practice before,” said Kurup, who is anpbng those
tipped to be OCsu's likely successor if the rotation is continued.

Wil e the debate on the rotation continues, several nanes were being
bandi ed about as the likely person to take over from Csu.

Goi ng by a statement nmade by Abdul | ah when he announced Osu's
appoi ntment as Chief Mnister after the BN s victory in the 1999 State
el ection, a non-MislimBum putera woul d be next to be appointed to the
post .

However, lately there has been talk that the possibility of a Chinese
| eader replacing Gsu cannot be rul ed out.

The reason being, it would resolve the keen tussle between United Pasok
Monmogun Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko) and Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah
(PBRS) for the post.

Upko had openly said that a | eader fromthe party should be appointed as
the next Chief Mnister as its president, Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, did not
conplete his two-year termwhen he | ost the Myog seat in the 1999 State
el ecti on.

Not to be outdone, the PBRS, whose strength had been boosted by the
entry of six Opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah Assenbl ynen into the party,
has al so been | obbying for the post.

"Wile both Upko and PBRS have nmade public statenments that they would
support whoever is appointed as the next Chief Mnister, it is no secret
that they are fighting for the post," said a political observer.

I nstead of fighting for the post, the two Kadazandusun- based parties
should see to it that a | eader fromthe comunity is appointed to the post
not just to serve out the 14 nonths which Donpok did not conplete but for
the full two years, added the observer

O her nanes being nentioned for the post are Liberal Denocratic Party
presi dent Datuk Chong Kah Ki at, Upko deputy president Datuk WIlfred
Bunburing and PBRS deputy president Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan.

The possibility of Donpok, who is Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnment, being appoi nted as a noni nated Assenbl yman to pave the way for
hi s appoi ntnment as the next Chief M nister cannot be di scounted.

But the question of who will be Chief Mnister next is only rel evant
after a decision has been nmade whether or not to continue the rotation.
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