11 JAN 2001
Consuneri sm
TWO- MONTH CAMPAI GN TO CREATE AWARENESS ON CONSUMER RI GHTS

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 11 (Bernama) -- The Federati on of Ml aysi an Consumner
Associ ati ons (Fonta) today | aunched a two-nonth canpai gn ai med at creating
awar eness on consuner rights.

The canpai gn focuses on ei ght aspects of consuners rights -- the right
to safety; information; basic goods and services; representation; redress;
choose; consuner education and a heal t hy environnent.

Themed Consunerism - Back To Basics, it is being held in conjunction
with World Consuners Day on March 15.

It was al so ained at raising funds to finance Fonta's activities, Fonta
presi dent Prof Handan Adnan told a press conference after |aunching the
canpai gn here.

Anong the progranmes |ined up are essay-writing and draw ng
conpetitions fromtonmorrow until Feb 28 and a convention, thened Strategic
Al'l'i ances: Defining Common Grounds, on March 13 and 14.

On March 15, fornmer Fonta president Datuk Dr Anwar Fazal will give a
talk at the Universiti Ml aya Law Faculty, and the follow ng day the "Ml am
Perdana" dinner will be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is expected to attend the
di nner, and tabl es are avail abl e for bookings.

"At the dinner, the prime mnister will deliver a keynote address in
conjunction with Wrld Consuners Day," Handan sai d.

Fonta secretary-general Mihammad Sha' ani Abdul | ah sai d the convention
woul d serve as a platformfor sharing perspectives and forgi ng networkings
anong the public and private sectors and non-governnmental organi sations.

Sone 200 academi cs and consunerists in the region are expected to
attend the conventi on.

"At the convention, Fonta hopes to set up several industrial
consul tative panels on the health and pharmaceutical sector, insurance,
banki ng, energy, conmunications, privatisation, utilities and public
services," he said.
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