01 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
UMNO S 2001 RESOLUTI ON TO UNI TE THE MALAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 1 (Bernama) -- Umo's resolution this year is to
unite the Mal ays and the party nmenbers at all levels, its president, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

The prinme mnister said Umo would al so strive to strengthen the
exi sting unity anong the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) component parties.

He rem nded the Mal ays that the efforts to unite themwas to saf eguard
their interests and not to create aninosity with others.

"We nust remenber that we need not unite solely to oppose others. It's
just to safeguard our interests," hetoldreporters after attending the
Peopl e' s Progressive Party's (PPP) New Year open house at the Putra Worl d
Trade Centre, here

He said this when asked to comrent on Umo's initiative to hold
di scussi ons on Malay unity wi th PAS and Keadi | an whi ch had drawn positive
response fromvarious quarters.

PAS spiritual |eader Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat was today reported as
saying that he wel comed Umo's willingness toinitiate effortstoinvite
t he Mal ay opposition parties to discuss the i ssue of re-uniting the Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir al so said that just because sone Mal ays had succeeded, it
did not mean that they (the Mal aysa) were al ready strong.

"The Mal ays are not aware of their weaknesses," he said.

On his New Year wi sh, Dr Mahathir said he hoped Mal aysi ans woul d
continue to maintain racial harnony inlight of the sensitive demands
rai sed by a certain group.

Al t hough Dr Mahathir did not refer to any group, the Ml aysi an Chi nese
Organi sations El ecti on Appeal s Commi ttee (Sugi u) had cone under fire for
al | egedl y maki ng sensitive demands.

"And now froma very harnoni ous soci ety, we have a very contentious
society. So, | do hope in the year 2001, people will return to their senses
and revive the trend of racial harnony which we have achi eved after a | ong
struggle,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi ans had achi eved a degree of racial harnony
whi ch had becone the envy of the whole world.

On the hacking into the official websites of the Parliament and
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Malaysia (UTM, he said it could be the work of people
who were trying to censor the views of one side.

"I'n a way, they (the hackers) are trying to censor other people's
news," said the prime mnister.

He said the hacker or hackers, who called thensel ves "Topeira", had
used their know edge to fight agai nst "the very principle that they are
supposed to be fighting for."

"They are agai nst the governnment controlling the press and all that,
They accuse t he governnment of controlling the press, but they are the ones
who are controlling the press," he said.

Asked on efforts to make the governnment's websites nore secure, he said
t he government could only try, but there would still be doubts on the
security.

Thi s was because highly skilled people in the field could always break
t he codes or systens used, he said.

Anmong those who attended the PPP open house was Dr Mahathir's wife,
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.
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