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UGANDA, LUCRATI VE MARKET FOR M SI AN PRODUCTS

KAMPALA, Aug 17 (Bernamm) -- The African continent could ultinmately be
t he answer to Mal aysi an exporters' search for new markets as cheaper
Chi nese products nmake inroads into the traditional narkets, a pron nent
Mal aysi an busi nessman sai d here Thur sday.

Tan Sri Tee Hock Seng, the managi ng director of Masscorp Tradi ng Sdn
Bhd, said "Qur exporters nmust seriously explore Africa as a potentially
lucrative market in an effort to diversify."

Tee said with its econony picking up, Uganda coul d serve as a gat eway
to Mal aysi an products, particularly, tothe Eastern African countri es.

In just a few nonths since operations began in May at Ml aysi an
Busi ness Centre (U Ltd (MBC), sone ei ght container | oads of goods worth
about US$200, 000 have been i nmported i nt o Uganda, he tol d Mal aysi an
journalists here.

MBL i s a 60:40 joint venture between Masscorp Tradi ng and a Ml aysi an
busi nessman, Sekaran Vel | asany, set up to pronote Ml aysi an goods. Sekaran,
is also the centre's nanagi ng director

MBC currently pronotes products nmanufactured by over 200 Ml aysi an
conpani es and over 20 such manuf acturers have appoi nted MBC as their agents
i n Uganda.

Anmong these products are consuner durabl es such as rubber gl oves,
condons, food and beverages, el ectrical appliances and ot her househol d
products.

These goods are in high demand i n Uganda, an agricultural country with
a mai nly export-oriented econony based on coffee, cotton, tea and tobacco
wi t h an i ncreasi ng purchasi ng power and a consumer base of 21 million
peopl e.

Tee said that Ml aysian-made furniture too has a potentially lucrative
mar ket in Uganda while efforts were underway to bring i n Mal aysi an- made
tyres.

Just recently, an order for US$20, 000 (RM76, 000) worth of Mal aysi an
furniture was put in by a single buyer.

Tee, who is al so group nmanagi ng director of Bina Puri Hol dings Bhd, is
here to attend the "G obal 2001 International Snart Partership D al ogue,”
whi ch Uganda i s hosting, ai ned at fostering greater cooperation between
Sout h- Sout h countries in various fields.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is attending the
di al ogue, is scheduled to officially open the centre upon his arrival from
a visit to Yemen this Saturday afternoon.

Tee said that MBC was the first overseas office of its kind bel ongi ng
to Masscorp Tradi ng, a subsidiary of Masscorp Bhd, whichinturnis a
consortiumowned by corporate | eaders ai ned at boosti ng Sout h-South trade
and investnment |inkages.

Arecent restructuring resulted in MassCorp Bhd di vesting 15 percent
shar ehol di ng to Tee Hock Seng Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, an i nvest ment hol di ng
conmpany of Tee.

The centre provides a platformto create greater awareness in Africa of
Mal aysi an manuf act ured products and services as well as pronote effective
busi ness transacti ons bet ween Mal aysi an conpani es and t he African market in
general and the surroundi ng region.

MBC, with a paid-up capital of US$100, 000, has a war ehouse of about 400
sq. nmetres, five mnutes away fromdownt own Kanpal a with a qui ck access to



t he whol esal e mar ket .

It islocated at Plot 1, A d Kanpal a Road, (Ugachi ck), Kanpal a, Uganda
(Tel: 256-77-402707, Fax: 256-41-2519580), while its e-mail address is
nmbc@f ri caonl i ne. co. ug.

Meanwhi | e, Sekaran, regarded as Mal aysi a's point nman i n Uganda, said
separately that Ml aysi an conpani es coul d consi gn their products directly
to MBCwith conpetitive prices, good quality and consistency of delivery.

"Ml aysi an products have al ready established a foothold in Uganda," he
sai d, enphasi sing the need to i nport these goods directly rather than
t hr ough Dubai or Singapore.

One of the selling points for Mal aysian goods will be the high quality
and good fini shing coupl ed with inpressive packagi ng, he said, citing
phot ocopyi ng paper which is fast chal king up brisk sal es.

Sekaran al so said, "The cashflowis still high in Uganda," what nore
with the peace dividends, such as increased prosperity, arising fromthe
relatively long period of political stability and pro-business stance
pursued by Uganda's President, Yoweri Miseveni.

He sai d expansi on plans were afoot at the MBC to house possibly in the
future Iight manufacturing activities such as the end-manufacturing process
of lubricating Mal aysi an rubber gl oves and condons or even the
sem -assenbly of electrical appliances. -- BERNAVA
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