26 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - U anmas
ULAMAS SHOULD NOT USE RELI G ON TO LEA TI M SE M SDEEDS, SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 26 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has cauti oned ul amas i nvolved in politics agai nst
m sinterpreting the teachings of Islamto legitimse their m sdeeds.

"When this happens, it brings bad inplications on |Islamand equal | y bad
repercussi ons on Muslims.

"It has been observed that when such ul amas get involved in politics, a
| arge section of the masses is led astray into ignoring the teachings of
I slamand bel i eving that they are holier than other Mislins," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was el aborating his New Year Message, which dwel | ed at
| engt h on devi ant teachi ngs and ul anas, to reporters who approached him
after taping the nessage for Radi o Tel evision Mal aysia at the Prine
Mnister's Ofice here today.

He said ul amas who stressed nore on the non-obligatory rather than the
obligatory aspects under Islamonly contributed to making Muslins a
confused | ot.

Dr Mahathir said while some ul amas bel i eved that they should be
regarded as "descendants of the prophet" not all of themcoul d genui nely be
reckoned so.

"Cbviously for one to be recogni sed as t he prophet's descendant he
shoul d be sonmeone who puts religion first and above other interest.

"These are the people who are eligible to clai mas bei ng descendants of
the prophet," he said.

However, when ul amas mi xed self and political interests with religious
teachings then they no |l onger neet the criteria for being the prophet's
descendant s.

Asked on Mal aysi a bei ng recogni sed as a nodel Islanic nation in the
eyes of the world, Dr Mahathir said it was really up to foreigners whether
or not Mal aysia merited such recognition

"But presently many foreigners view Mal aysi a as a nodel for other
Muslimnations to enul ate.

"This is arecognition. This requires us to preserve such situation and
not to deviate fromthe teachings of Islam" he said.

The prime minister al so spoke about perceived fear anong Muslins to
visit or do business in Europe and the United States followi ng the Sept 11
terror attacks on New York and Washi ngton.

Dr Mahathir said if such fear was real, then it would only be | ogica
for Muslinms to travel and expl ore business opportunities in other Mislim
countri es.

"If inthe past they felt that their investnments were not wel comed (in
Eur ope and the US) then they nay have to consi der noving their investnents
to Muslimcountries instead," he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said that for this to be areality, Mislim
countries woul d have to institute administrative refornms to acconmbdat e
tourists and i nvestnents fromfell ow Musli mcountri es.
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