26 JAN 2001
UM Accept s
UM ACCEPTS PM S ADVI CE ON RETAI NI NG MATRI CULATI ON CENTRE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- The University of Malaya (UM, in
accepting the advice of Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, said
today that the Science Matriculation Centre at the university woul d be
ret ai ned.

The university said in a statenent that it had di scussed the matter
wi th the Education Mnistry as the i ntake of students to the centre had
stopped two years ago after the ministry had set up its own Matriculation
Centre.

At the nonent, the UMis nmerely nonitoring the progress of the
remai ni ng 196 students who are still studying at the centre which was
earlier scheduled to cl ose down in April.

"The university will discuss with the Education Mnistry to ensure that
student s who had successfully conpleted their studies at the mnistry's
Matricul ati on Centres would be taken in to fulfil the needs of science and
t echnol ogy-based faculties in the coning session," the statenent said.

The university's science and technol ogy-based faculties need about
1, 750 bum putera students in the com ng acadeni ¢ sessi on.

The statement al so said that the university woul d di scuss with the
Education Mnistry imedi ately on the intake requirenent for students into
the Science Matriculation Centre for the com ng sessi on.

The proposed cl osure of the UM Sci ence Matricul ati on Centre had been
opposed by various quarters including | ecturers, former students,
intellectuals and politicians.

It became a hot issue when UM Vi ce-Chancel |l or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zai ni
Ml Zain was reported as saying that the centre had to be cl osed on the
directive of the Educati on M ni stry al t hough Deputy Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi had called for the proposal to be aborted.

The i ssue was then brought up at the Umo Suprene Council neeting in
Mel aka on Monday which had agreed to | eave the matter to Dr Mahathir to
deci de.

Dr Mahat hir was today reported as sayi ng he had advi sed that the UM
Sci ence Matricul ati on Centre renmai ned open.
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