03/ 06/ 2001
“Umo should rid itself of corporate figures to curb noney politics

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Ai non Mhd

MALACCA, Sat. - A veteran Umo nenber has suggested that the party should
not allow corporate people to enter politics if it wants to curb noney
politics.

Instead, efforts should be focused on groom ng themto becone successf ul
busi nessnen.

In a two-hour intervieww th the New Sunday Tines (full interview on
P23-24) at his hone at Kanpung Rim former Senator, Assenblyman and
Mal acca Assenbly Speaker Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Tapa, 78, said nobney was the
root of the whole problemin Umo today.

Wl comi ng the recent decision taken by the disciplinary board to curb
t he nmenace, he said: "I would like to suggest that corporate people should
not be allowed to enter politics. If they are interested in business, they
shoul d be grooned to becone real corporate people.

"G oomthemto becone very powerful businessnen."

Azi z said noney politics, which is nowthreatening to weaken the party,
was introduced into Umo by the corporate people in the 1970s.

"The problemis Umo nenbers today would only work when there are
monet ary rewards, " he | anent ed.

The veteran Umo nenber was also critical of the support given to
erratic Mal ay busi nessnen.

Aziz said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had done all he
could to increase equity of the Malays in the country's econony.

"The Governnent has given “pink forns' to Bum puteras, established
Amanah Saham Bumi putera, Mara and Tabung Haji ... what else can we do to
hel p the Mal ay corporate people.

"I think the Malay corporate people, if we want to help them we can
help themfor the first time.

"If they still have difficulties, we help themfor the second time. If
they still could not do it, we should stop hel ping them"

Aziz also called for a scrutiny of the background of Malays who coul d be
groomed for the corporate world.

He sai d past mistakes should not be repeated where certain people who
were grooned by the party created problens for the community.

"One Mal ay busi nessman whom we groonmed went overseas and married a
foreign personality and there's one who divorced his wife and paid her
mllions of ringgit in alinony."”

Azi z was confident that Barisan Nasional would win the next general
el ection although sone sceptics feel the coalition would be facing
"difficulties" in viewof the party's internal problens and the grow ng
strength of the opposition in certain States.

Asked whet her Umo candidates rejected in the | ast el ection would be
accepted by the voters if they were fielded in the next elections, Aziz
said the party should | ook for new faces.

"I al so suggest that Umo Assenbl ynen are all owed to serve two terns at
the nost, except for those who really perform Assenbl ynmen who perform
wel | should be allowed to continue ... even to the level of a Mnister.

"W don't need Assenbl ymen who don't bring change. There are many others
who want to go up and if we don't allowthemto, they will find other
ways. That's why Umo is having nany problens."

Azi z al so pointed out the weaknesses of the Umo information bureau in
educati ng menbers and creating awareness anong the public on the party's



struggl e.

"It doesn't give adequate explanation on the party's struggle. Umo has
a national information chief. It also has information chiefs at State
Iiaison conmittees, divisions and branches but they have never expl ai ned
to the people what Umo is all about."



	`Umno should rid itself of corporate figures to curb money politics' (NST 03/06/2001)

