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UWNO TO BRI EF BN COVPONENTS ON MALAYSI A BEI NG AN | SLAM C STATE

KUANTAN, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- Umo will brief Barisan Nasional
conponent parties on Malaysia's position as an Islanmic State, its
Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

He said the briefings need not necessarily be held at special sessions
but inaspirit of understandi ng at neetings between | eaders of Umo and BN
component parti es.

"W will brief themon the position of Islamin the context of
Mal aysia," he told reporters after cl osing the Community Devel opnment
Departnent (Kemms) Ganes at Bandar | ndera Mahkota here.

The Prinme M nister yesterday publicly declared that Mal aysi a was an
Islamic State in line with the teachings of Islam

Khal il said Ml aysia was al ready acknow edged as an |Islam c State by
other Islam c countries at the various conferences and al so via statenents
by the | eaders of such nations.

"The Islam c countries were satisfied when they sawthe situation in
Mal aysi a which had the criteria for anIslamc State. This also entail ed an
expl anation fromus," he said.

On the response of non-Muslinms to the Prine M nister's announcenent
that Mal aysia was an Islamc State, Khalil said based on the statenents of
BN conponent party | eaders, they accepted the assurance t hat t he gover nnent
woul d not restrict non-Muslins frompractisingtheir respective religions.

He sai d what Umo was doi ng to uphold the position of Islamin Ml aysi a
enconpassed the adm ni stration and the | ans accept abl e and under st ood by
both Muslinms and non- Musli ns.

He said Dr Mahathir's statenment clearly answered several questions
whi ch had been rai sed pertaining to Mal aysia being an Islamc State.

On the other hand PAS di d not explain anything apart fromsaying that
inthe states in which it was in power, non-Mislinms could go about the
l'ives as usual.

Khal il said the DAP's adni ssion that the concept of the Islanic State
as uphel d by Umo was nore tol erant proved that there was no probl emanong
the non-Muslins over Mal aysia being an Islamc State.

DAP Life Adviser Dr Chen Man Hin in an intervi ew published by M ngguan
Mal aysi a today said if conmpared with the PAS concept of an Islanmic State
and that of Ummo, the Umo concept was nore tol erant and was acceptable to
non- Musl i rs.

On the appoi ntrent of Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as Pahang Umo deputy
chief, Khalil said the decision was appropriate.

He said Najib was the forner Menteri Besar of Pahang and also the State
Umo Chi ef and hence he could contribute nore effectively towards the
party's strength in the state.
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