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UM sci ence centre intake in March

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Universiti Ml aya's Pusat Asasi Sains (Science
Foundation Centre) matriculation centre will begin accepting students in
March after a change of mind by authorities over its scheduled closure in
April.

Education Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Mohamad said today that the centre would
retain its former structure for the com ng acadeni c session

"I have nmet the university and it has been decided that the centre would
mai ntain its old structure,” he said after opening a four-day
i nternational conference on organi sati onal devel opnent and | eadership in
education at the Legend Hotel.

The decision to close the centre had caused an outcry as the nove was
seen as depriving Bumi putera students of an opportunity to enhance their
know edge in science at pre-university | evel

The university's rationale for closing the centre was because
mat ri cul ati on programmes had been taken over by the Education Mnistry to
all ow universities to concentrate on their core activity, which is
conducti ng degree courses.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi had, however, advised that the centre be allowed to
conti nue.

Musa said the Governnment decided to retain the centre as it would give
students an opportunity to experience "life on canpus" before they
enbar ked on their degree courses.

Asked whether the centre would use its previous curriculumor the
mnistry's standardi sed curriculum Misa said it still needed to be
di scussed.

He added that the mnistry had recei ved suggestions fromthe university
on how the centre would be utilised, including allowing the facilities and
teaching staff to remain as they were.

In his speech, Miusa said a progressive curriculumnust have five
i nportant features.

He said they were the learning of civilisation and civility; meaningful
under st andi ng; sci ence and technol ogy, work skills; and ecol ogi cal and
societal crises.

"Qur schools and universities are also not built to serve the sole
pur pose of industrialisation and capitalism

"W are not the machines of econony. Rather, we are human beings wth
di fferent cultures, custons, histories and traditions."

( END)
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