27/ 01/ 2001
UM to keep science centre open

Nel son Fernandez; Saj ahan Waheed; P. Shar mi ni

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Universiti Ml aya, taking heed of Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad' s advice to keep its Pusat Asasi Sains open, today said
it will arrange discussions with the Educati on Mnistry on Monday, to sort
out the nechani smof future student intakes.

Vi ce-chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain said it has deci ded
to keep the centre, which was established 23 years ago, open follow ng Dr
Mahat hi r' s advi ce.

"I received a letter fromthe Prine Mnister on Jan 23 requesting for
the centre to renmain open,"” he told a Press conference here.

It was reported that the centre which offers pre-university |evel
courses in science to Bunmiputera students, would be closed in April

The centre was established to enhance the academ c achi evenent of
Bumi putera students at pre-university |evel.

Speaki ng to newsnen in Kedah yesterday, Dr Mahathir felt that the centre
shoul d renmmi n open

The issue was al so discussed at the Umo suprene council neeting in
Mal acca on Monday.

It is learnt that the decision to keep the centre open was nade at a
speci al neeting chaired by Anuar Zaini this norning.

Anuar Zaini was reported to have said | ast week that he would stick with
the decision to shut down the centre despite calls, including that from
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, to do otherw se

Wth the decision overturned, Anuar Zaini said urgent discussions need
to be held with the ministry, especially on matters regardi ng the intake
of students.

He said this was because the university had stopped taking in students
since the mnistry's matriculation centres were set up two years ago.

"At this time, the university is handling the |ast batch of 196 students
in canpus.”

"W will discuss with the mnistry and get their views on what sort of
nmechani sm can be used for the next student intake session.”

Anuar Zaini said there was conpetition with other universities offering
sci ence- based programmes for students fromthe ministry's matriculation
centres.

He said it would have to sort out how students fromthe matricul ati on
centres can be absorbed into the university's science and technol ogy- based
faculties.

"The nunber of Bum putera students that nust be absorbed in these
faculties for the next session is about 1,750."

Besi des this, the probl emof accomrodati on nust al so be | ooked into, he
sai d.

"Al'l these have to be discussed and sorted out with the Education
M ni stry on Monday. "

Earlier, Anuar Zaini received a nenorandumfromUmo Youth, led by its
exco nmenber and education bureau chai rman Dr Adham Baba, urging the
university to look into the matter

In response, Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mohanad wel conmed t he
decision and said ministry officials were ready for discussions to iron
out problens.
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