21 JUN 2001
Umo- Debat e
UWNO SHOULD EMERGE AS PECPLE' S MOVEMENT, ASSEMBLY TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernana) -- A Negeri Senbil an del egate today
rem nded Umo that it needs to energe as a peopl e' s novenent aware of
i ssues and actions of the nasses as well as preferences of the younger
generations if it is to perpetuate its cause and survi val

Shazi man Abu Mansor, who was debating the presidential address on the
first day of the 55th Umo CGeneral Assenbly, said that at the same tine
Umo al so needed to initiate a cultural revolution in the context of
preserving the Mal ay identity.

Thi s shoul d be designed to ensure that Umo remain solid and a
I ynch-pin of the Malay cause, the role it first assuned nore than 55 years
ago, said Shaziman, who is al so the Menber of Parlianent for Tanpin.

He sai d these proposal s should formkey el enents for party's strategy
in facing the next general election.

In his two-hour address to the assenbly the Prine M nister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who dwell ed on the Mal ay nature
of being easily forgetful, touched on unity, mastery of know edge and t he
econony, the history of colonisation and the politics of the opposition

Sel angor del egate Datuk Mufti Shuib called on party nenbers to be nore
bol d i n def endi ng Umo fromattacks by eneni es wi thin and outside the
country and not | eave such tasks solely to the party | eaders.

"All this while each tine Umo is | anbasted as bei ng corrupted,
unl sl am ¢, not hel ping the Mal ays, infidels and what have you, only the
party president was left to counter these charges while the rest only keep
qui et. This cannot go on forever," he said.

Representi ng Perak, the Chenderoh division deputy | eader Shaaran
Abdul | ah sai d party nmenbers shoul d not use the Umo Disciplinary Board to
get even with fell ow menbers.

He charged that there were nenbers who kept on | odgi ng conpl ai nts
agai nst anot her despite the board decl ari ng the menber concerned i nnocent
of any wongdoing after its probe.

The board's deci si on shoul d not be di sputed but accepted by al
concerned, including the conpl ai nant once it rejected his conplaint,

Shaar ani said.

Johor Wanita del egate Hali mah Sadi que urged t he governnent to take
| egal action agai nst those chal |l engi ng Mal ay speci al rights.

As for the Mal ays, she called on themto take efforts to deepen their
under st andi ng of their rights and why they shoul d defend the privil eges.

Perlis del egate Ismail Kasi msaid Umo shoul d start making preparations
i Mmediately to face the next general electionwith a special mssionto
regai n control of Kelantan and Terengganu now run by PAS.

Thi s woul d requi re new approaches that match current political
envi ronnent, he said, adding that one strategy should be to win back the
support teachers who once forned the backbone of Ummo.

The del egate fromKual a Li pis Mustafa Long urged the Umo | eadership to
assune a t ougher posture agai nst opposition parties which often hid under
the gui se of denpbcracy and human rights to incite and spread
anti-governnent sentinments

According to Mustafa, the governnent had gi ven too nuch space to the
opposition to pursue their own ends in vari ous ways i nmagi neabl e, i ncl udi ng
the print media.
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