13 FEB 2001
Chi nese- Goodwi | |
UWNO VP TELLS CH NESE NOT TO BE TAKEN | N BY OPPOSI TI ON' S TACTI CS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihanmmad
Muhd Tai b has urged t he Chinese not to be taken in by the opposition's
tactics out to disrupt friendly ties and spirit of goodwi || between the
comunity and the Mal ays i n Umo.

"To Umo, the Chinese especially those in the various conmponent parties
of the Barisan Nasional (BN) are part of thensel ves, |ike husband and wife.
If thereis problem it nust be resolved imediately and in the spirit of
brot herhood, " he said in an interview posted on the Umo-Onli ne.

He said it was i nappropriate therefore for the Chinese to be influenced
by the nmalicious tactics to cast suspicion on Umo since they shoul d know
better that Umo cared for all conmunities.

The Malay Unity tal ks between Umo and PAS were not neant to sideline
ot her communi ti es especially the Chinese but nerely to strengthen unity
anmong the Mal ays, he said.

"Unity has great significance to the Mal ays because it will ensure
stabilityinthe country, politically, socially and econom cally. The
results woul d naturally al so benefit the Chi nese who want economic
devel opment and peace.

"Because of that, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad want s
the neeting to be held as the Mal ay agenda is very inportant in efforts to
strengthen the country now and on the long term" he said.

Muhammad sai d that once the Mal ays were united, national unity
i nvolving all conmunities would automatically followsuit with ease.

He felt it was unwi se for Chinese extremsts totry to exploit the
situation through various reactions, racial in nature of |ate.

Such act would only lead to instability and racial tension, he said.

As such, he uged all comunities to continue their friendly ties by
givig priority to bigger agenda such as national devel opnent for the
benefit of future generation

"The Mal ays and the Chi nese should al so continue with smart partnership
i n busi ness and educati on with any prejudi ce and give priority to nationa
har mony, " he sai d.
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