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UWNO TO PASS ON LEADERSHI P TO EFFI CI ENT AND CREDI BLE YOUNGER SET

MELAKA, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Umo will ensure that its younger set of
efficient and credi ble stalwarts will take over party | eadershipin a
snmoot h power transition that will see the Umo cause flourishing further,
said Prinme M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"The current | eaders nay be rather too old to be at the helmand will
have to nake way to the credible and efficient ones anong t he younger
generation to carry on the Umo struggl e and make us becone a devel oped
nati on by 2020," he said.

As such, he said, it was Umo's hope that the party would be able to
garner stronger support fromanong t he younger generation.

"This is because what Umo is fighting for nowis to be passed on to
t he younger generation who will take over and perpetuate its cause...what
we are working on nowis for the nation's future," Dr Mahat hir sai d when
opening the RML2-mi | lion eight-storey Gaha Umo here today.

At the sane tine, Dr Mahathir said Umo's el der generation should al so
be wel | -renmenbered because of their imense contribution towards the Umo
cause.

"W envi sage a synergy of the strength of the old and the young with
t he young nmaki ng the nost of the experience of the old to sustain
Mal aysi a' s progress and i ndependence fromany formof usurpation,"” he said.

At no tinme should the Umo | eadershi p be weak and instead its strength
shoul d be consolidated fromtinme to time for it to be able to deliver
proni ses made to the citizens and realise their aspirations, said Dr
Mahat hi r.

Umo was able to remai n an anchor party because it enjoyed t he support
of both the Mal ays and the other conmunities in nulti-racial Ml aysia, he
sai d.

"We are successful because the masses support us...this party has done
much to the country, toits nulti-racial people and obviously to the
Mal ays. The proof is that today Mal aysi a has energed as an advanced nati on
anong devel opi ng countries,” he said.

Mal aysi a today served as a nodel to the third world and the devel oped
countries inevitably have to acknow edge Mal aysia's capabilities as well as
that of its people and the ruling Barisan Nasional coalition of which Umo
is the | ynch-pin, he said.

"For this reason, the Umo cause has got to go on to serve the
country's need," Dr Mahathir said adding that this was the tinme for the
peopl e to see Umo rei nforced because of its unfinished struggle.

The tasks ahead were ever nore chal | engi ng gi ven conti nuous attenpts to
re-col oni se the country al though it had gai ned i ndependence, he sai d.

"Such re-colonisation attenpts are ongoi ng..not throughnmlitary
depl oynment or invasion |ike that staged by the Portuguese. It is now done
t hrough t he use of econom c power to wrest control over our country," he
sai d.

"They wi Il make use of Mal aysi ans as their tools through the vari ous
organi sations that get their aidto weaken t he Mal aysi an governnent," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said these powers woul d enpl oy what ever neans
avail able to derail the country's growth econonmically and politically
gai ned over the 43 years of independence.

"W have seen governnments of several countries toppled through the



doi ng of foreign powers...at times the change i n governnment did bring good
but there were those that did not all benefit the nations invol ved. Instead
only anarchy prevailed after that, |eaving no roomat all for
reconstruction,” he said.

Mal aysi ans shoul d be wary not to l et such a fate befall this country,
Dr Mahat hir said.

"Umo and its coalition partners in the BN remain the vanguard of our
defence. ..Umo will defend Mal aysi a' s i ndepedence and build the country so
that, while other nations tunble, Ml aysia stands strong as an i ndependent

country," he said.
The Graha Umo, |ocated in Jal an Hang Tuah here and operational since
April last year, houses a bank and the Mel aka I nternati onal Trade Centre.

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhamed Ali Rustam and Umo Suprene
Counci |l nmenmbers were anong the 3,000 guests present at the opening
cer enony.

Fol | owi ng that t he Umo Suprene Council held its neeting there, its
second out si de Kual a Lunpur, after the one held in | poh | ast year
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