20/ 06/ 2001
Umo all set for annual assenbly

Dzul karnain Taib

THE Putra World Trade Centre as in past Umo past assenblies is richly
decorated inthe fanmliar red and white of the party. Everything at the
party's headquarters seens to be snooth running fromthe m nutest of
detail right down to preparing the marmot h Dewan Mer deka where the three-
day party annual assenmbly will be held.

Interms of logistics it would be nightrmarish for an i nexperienced
organi ser, but 55 years of existence has provided the party with the
necessary organi sational skills. Inall, 2,027 del egates fromall over the
country, which include division|eaders and representatives fromthe Umo
Youth and Wanita Umo, will attend.

Observers fromUmo C ub overseas and 40 fromforeign parties and
countries will also be present, in addition to 50 observers fromthe
new y-fornmed Puteri Umo.

But while the event had at times took in some sense of nerrinent and
carnival -1ike at nosphere, the annual meeting neverthel ess continues to be
an avenue for party menbers and | eaders to thrash out and debat e i ssues of
i nportance to the Malays in general, and the party in particul ar

Expections run high on the kind of issues that will be debated by the
del egates but being a non-party el ection year the nood woul d be slight
subdued.

Nevert hel ess party del egat es and party nmenbers who canp out si de t he
assenbly hall will await eagerly the party president's speech tonorrow.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is likely to touch once
again the i ssue of noney politics and may explain in sone details the
recent action taken agai nst several division|leaders and nmenbers hol di ng
vari ous ot her posts by Umo disciplinary board.

"There has been criticisms that the different |evels of disciplinary
actions taken agai nst vari ous menbers nmay be mi sconstrued by party nenbers
as being biased.

"The president will probably dwell on this subject at length,” a party
official said.

The state of the country's econonmy will probably be another top agenda
in Dr Mahathir's hour-plus speech

Looki ng at the gl obal econony especially that of the USand its effects
on the country Dr Mahathir, whois also Prine Mnister, will outlinethe
nmeasur es taken by the Governnent to conbat the negative effects of the
econom ¢ sl owdown.

"He may even announce some formof assistance to the rubber and oil pal m
smal | hol ders who are badly affected by the drop in the commodity prices,"
the Umo official said.

Specul ations is rife on the eve of the Umo assenbly that the issue
concerning the resignati on of Tun Dai mZai nuddi n as Fi nance M ni ster and
party treasurer will domi nate the debates.

"The issue will be touched in the rel evant debates but it won't stea
the linmelight of the real issue at hand which is the survival of the
party," party veteran Dat uk Wan Mohd Mahyi ddi n WAn Nawang sai d.

Wan Mohd Mahyi ddi n who was fornmerly Umo's head of research unit and has
recently retired after serving the party for over 34 years, said what is
nmore i nportant in the m nds of the delegates is howto revive Umo after
it getting battered in the 1999 general el ection

"The Opposition says Umo has al ready reached t he age of retirenment or



"pencen" but we are here to prove themwong.

"I'n fact Umo has managed to get her act together again and support for
t he party has been increasi ng fromthe nunber of newapplications tojoin
the party," he said.

The i ssue of being relevant to the present tine has been the foundation
of attack against Umo in the | ast general election and al so party nenbers
were | eft in confusion follow ng the sacking of forner deputy president
and deputy Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim both fromthe party
and CGover nnent

These factors sonehow succeeded in creating a confidence crisis in
voters towards the party, resulting in the |l oss of several parliamentary
and state seats

"The nenbers want change at all levels of the party. They want the ills
of noney politics to be w ped clean from pl agui ng the health of Umo.

"After our disnmal performance in the | ast general el ection Umo has
taken various measures to inprove itself fromw thin.

"I't has realigned itself to being a responsible party not only to the
nmenbers but al so the country," Wan Mbhd Mahyi ddi n stressed.

Today 689 Umo Yout h and 694 Wanita Umo del egates will have their
respective neetings prior tothe official opening of the general assenbly
t onor r ow.

Deputy party president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wi || address a
j oint session of both Youth and Wanita assenbl i es before each novenent
adjourns to their respective venues to conti nue the busi ness of the day.

Umo has been accused by its critics and foes as being unattractive to
t he younger generation and it responded by setting up Puteri Umo to
create awareness of the party anong the young wonen.

The buddi ng novenent is said to be maki ng good progress i n signing up
especi al |l y young wonen professionals into the party's fold.

However party di ehards express reservations that the younger generation
| ack the commi t ment and determ nation to struggle for the party's cause.

"There are many peopl e who join the party wi thout any real understandi ng
of its objectives and what it stands for.

"Umo is a party that fights for the Mal ay cause and for the country at
the sane time but sonme nmenbers have turn it into an avenue to enrich
t hensel ves

"Wth the various training progranmes prepared by the I nformati on Unit
t he younger generation in the party will be nade aware of their
responsibilities and party i dealism" Wan Mohd Mahyi ddi n sai d.

He added that Dr Mahathir hinself has on many occasi ons personal ly
expl ai ned various current issues to party nmenbers and this has
tremendously hel ped i n awareness and confi dence anbng nmenbers.

Al t hough Umo Yout h has been touted to have elected itself an elitist
i mage the "Penuda Turun Ke Padang" progranme has earned it nuch prai se
among party menbers and the public.

"I't a positive sign shown by Umo Youth that they care for the people
and take the effort to know their plight.

"Umo Youth must strive harder to counter the various issues played up
by the Qpposition to sway the youngsters and students,"” a party offici al
sai d.

More and nore Youth | eaders are being given responsibility both in party
and Gover nnent

"I'n the Supreme Council, for exanple, there is a nunber of young faces
and this is a positive devel opment that Umo to accommpdat e t he younger
| eaders in its echel eon

"I n the Government there are nore young party | eaders appointed to hold
various positions and this is a good training ground for themin the



future,” Wan Mohd Mahyi ddi n sai d.
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