01 JuL 2001
Umo-Fire
UM UPM FI RES REFLECT EXTREM SM TREND | N VARSI TI ES, SAYS UWMNO YOUTH

JOHOR BAHARU, July 1 (Bernama) -- Ummo Youth views seriously the two
fireincidents at Universiti Mal aya and Universiti Putra Mal aysia within 24
hours, fuelling fears that extrem smhad crept into the universities'
canpus.

Its assistant secretary Zulkifli Alwi said the novenent wants the
authorities to conduct thorough investigationsintothe fires to deternine
if there was a masterm nd behind the incidents.

"If there is an el ement of arson, we want stern action to be taken
agai nst those responsi bl e as we do not want such incidents to be an extrene
political trend of certain groups,"” he told  reporters after opening "A Day
Wth Tinenet", a tel ecomunication and conputer conpany i n Pernas Jaya here
t oday.

Zul kifli said Umo Youth was closely nonitoring the extrem smtrend
per pet uated by a certain group ai ned at underni ning the country's political
stability and peace.

"Previously, they have been cursing and insulting the country's
| eader shi p, hol di ng street denonstrati ons and now, if this is what they are
propagating, |'mafraid Umo Youth can no | onger renmain silent," he said.

Fire gutted the historic Dewan Tunku Cansel or at Universiti Ml aya on
Friday, on the eve of a synposiumto be attended by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and several government | eaders.

The 3am bl aze destroyed 80 per cent of the huge hall used for UM s
convocations, furniture, sound systenms and about 1,800 graduands' robes and
2,000 nortar boards. Damage was estinmated at RML2.4 million.

Yesterday, the i nformati on roomin the Mat hemati cs Departnent of the
Envi ronment al Sci ence Facul ty of universiti Putra Mal aysiain Serdang was
destroyed in a fire at about 5.10pm

The room cont ai ned conput er systens and servers that operate
round-t he-cl ock.

The cause of the two fires are being investigated.

Zul kifli said Umo Youth | eaders had so far been able to pacify the
menbers fromretaliating but if the trouble nmakers resorted to extrene
actions, it would be difficult for the novenent's | eadership to control the
nmenbers' anger.

"I mnot accusing anyone with regard to the fires but I'masking
opposition parties to adopt a nore matured attitude and think of the rights
of Mal aysi ans who wanted a peaceful and calmlife," he said.

Earlier, in his speech, Zulkifli said Umo Youth woul d soon use
I nformati on Technol ogy to comuni cate with nore than 850,000 of its nenbers
when all of them have e-mmil addresses.

He was happy that the Tebrau Umo division had taken the initiative to
bring the menbers, both at division and branch | evel s, cl oser to computers
and its application as was done in today's "A Day Wth Tinenet" function.

He hoped ot her divisions would enul ate t he nove.

After having acquired the skills to use the Internet, Umo Youth
menbers woul d energe as the heroes to counter i mmedi ately all egati ons and
sl anders posted on the Internet by the opposition agai nst Umo besi des
gi ving the accurate explanati on on certain i ssues.

"I'n the cyber war era now, we cannot afford to allowthe opposition
fromhurling all sorts of slanders agai nst Umo and the country's | eaders
by a handful of committed opposition nenbers," he added.
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