03/ 01/ 2001

Umo, Pas hold informal unity talks

MALACCA, Tues. - Efforts ained at uniting the Mal ays took another positive
turn when a State Umo | eader nmet Pas grassroots | eaders and held an open
and i nformal discussion on the matter.

The nmeeting was held between a group of 30 Umo and six Pas | eaders and
menbers at the Sol ok Gaung nbsque in Bukit Baru yesterday after they
perforned the zohor prayers together.

Leading themin the brief neeting were Umo suprene council nenber and
State Umo chief Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam and Pas Bat u Ber endam
conmi ssi oner Ml Di ah Abdul

Mohd Ali and his group had gone to the nosque while maki ng Hari Raya
visits to the houses of sonme Umo | eaders in the Batu Berendam
parlianentary constituency.

After perform ng the prayers, Ml D ah, who was there with five other Pas
nmenbers, invited Mohd Ali, who is also the Chief Mnister, to give a
speech.

In his brief speech, Mohd Ali explained the desire of Umo president and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to have Mal ays renain
uni t ed.

Mohd Ali has repeated the call in recent weeks for Ml ays to set aside
their political differences and discuss ways to strengthen Malay unity.

Met at his office today, Mohd Ali said MI D ah appeared receptive to Dr
Mahathir's efforts to strengthen Malay unity. Ml D ah had expressed his
willingness to bring up the matter with ot her Pas | eaders.

"This is a good start for further discussions,” said Mohd Ali.

He said he would wait for guidelines fromthe supreme council before
deci ding on formal discussions with Pas and Keadil an | eaders in Ml acca.
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