23/ 02/ 2001
Umo presses on with tal ks (HL)

Abdul Razak Ahnmad; Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Ummo suprene council today reiterated its
desire to see that the Malay unity talks with Pas take place despite the
pre-conditions i nposed.

Expl aining the party's stand towards the pre-conditions set by Pas, Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad invited Pas to bring up the
issues in the unity talks.

"Al though there are conditions inmposed, Umo is still prepared to neet
with Pas and discuss the matters raised such as Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
and al | eged wongdoi ngs in Governnent.

"The inportant thing is to neet. If we hold a neeting, then we can
di scuss," Dr Mahathir told a Press conference after chairing the counci
nmeeting at the party headquarters here.

Saying that Umo "has tried its best to accept all of Pas' conditions,"
Dr Mahathir said even after Umo expressed willingness to discuss the four
t opi cs whi ch Pas had brought up, the party was faced with fresh denmands in
the formof pre-conditions.

Apart fromthe four topics - which relate to the judiciary, federalism
religion and the econony - Pas placed several pre-conditions in order to
create what it called a "conducive environment” for the talks to take
pl ace.

They include permitting the Pas party organ Harakah to publish tw ce
weekly and re-instate petroleumroyalties to the Terengganu Gover nnent.

Dr Mahathir said the matters were not under Umo's jurisdiction

"Al though Umo nmay be able to refer these matters to the Governnent,
these pre-conditions decide upon matters before di scussions are held," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir added that it woul d be useless to hold the tal ks when one of
the parties had al ready received their demands.

"W are not saying that we are rejecting what Pas is demandi ng, but we
want the neeting to be held.”

Dr Mahathir re-iterated the party's invitation to neet with Pas.
"Al though there could be no topic, let's just neet, because we m ght get
somet hi ng good fromthe neeting,” he said.

Asked later on the possibility that Pas woul d rermai n adamant that their
pre-conditions were net before they agreed to participate in the tal ks, Dr
Mahat hir said: "W pray that their hearts will open up for themto neet
with us.”

Dr Mahathir said the unity which Umo wanted to see as the outcone of
the tal ks woul d pose no threat to non-Malays and to the rel ationship
between Umo and its Barisan Nasional counterparts.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, said Umo did not have any desire
to create a Malay unity that would be used agai nst the non-Bum put er as.

"That is not our intention whatsoever. That is why we are willing to
al so di scuss national unity, because we feel that national unity and Ml ay
unity are both inportant."

Dr Mahat hir di sm ssed speculation that the tal ks were neant as a
tactical nove to wi pe out the Qpposition as Umo al so realised that there
was a need for an Opposition. "W have no intention of wi ping out the
Opposi tion, because they are useful to check the Governnment if it does
anyt hi ng wong. The planned Mal ay unity tal ks are not meant to conbi ne Pas
and Umo, because we still believe that Pas, as an Opposition party,



fulfils the requirenments of denocracy.”
( END)
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