27 MAR 2001
Tal ks- Post ponenent
UWNG- PAS JO NT TECHNI CAL COVM TTEE MEETI NG POSTPONED | NDEFI NI TELY

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- The Umo- PAS technical conmttee
meeting slated for today to discuss preparations for the inter-party talks
on Mal ay unity was postponed i ndefinitely, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal il Yaakob said.

PAS asked for the postponenent in aletter sent via facsimle by its
secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat Isa to Umo executive secretary Tengku
Dat uk Adnan Mansor at 1.12pmtoday, Khalil told Bernama and RTM here.

This was to be the third technical conmttee nmeeting.

Khalil, who is Information Mnister, said PAS wanted t he neeting
post poned as sone of its technical conmittee nenbers could not attend
today's neeting.

"Umo will wait for PASto fix a newdate for the neeting," he said.

Khal il said that prior to this Umo did not receive any formal letter
from PAS on today's neeting.

"I only cane to know about it fromreporters that such a neeting wll
take place at 3.30pmtoday," he said.

PAS had reportedly agreed that the technical committees of both parties
meet today but still insisted on Umo neeting the three pre-conditions
nanely reinstatenment of oil royalty to Terengganu, bi -weekly publication of
Harakah, its official organ, and that Umo drop the plan to disallow
organi sations and political parties fromusing the word Islamfor their
names.

PAS call ed off the Malay unity tal ks on the eve of the schedul ed date,
Feb 19 sayi ng there shoul d be a conduci ve at nosphere first before the tal ks
could start and that there were still sone technical |oose ends.

Khal il said the technical conmitee nmeeting coul d have been hel d wi t hout
having to raise the question of full turnout of the nmenbers as the neeting
could still proceed evenif only it was between the parties' secretaries
general .

Thi s probl emcoul d be resol ved by determ ning the quorumfor the
meeting, say three of the six commttee nenbers and it need not be that all
six nust attend, Khalil said.

Umo had even agreed to PAS request to add two nore nmenbers on its
technical commttee, making it six altogether and yet this appeared to have
caused difficulty in convening a neeting, he said.

Asked whet her PAS genuinely wanted to hold the proposed Mal ay unity
talks with Umo, Khalil said Umo nenbers sincerely wanted to hol d such
neeti ng.

"Through this neeting several problens could be resol ved.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad had repeatedly said that
t he proposed neeting is crucial and Umo's stand has not changed, " said
Khal il .

Meanwhi | e, PAS presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor when approached by reporters
at Parlianment House | obby said today's Umo- PAS technical conmittee neeting
was deferred as one of the menbers of the PAS conmittee was abroad.

Fadzil declined to reveal the identity of that individual.

"I too have no idea as how | ong the neeting woul d be postponed," he
sai d when asked about the | atest devel opnent relating to the proposed
Umo- PAS unity talks.

Asked whet her PAS woul d find a substitute commttee nenber, he
replied:"This we shall have to ask the secretary-general."
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