31 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
UWNO TO STATE STAND ON UNI TY TALKS AT TECHNI CAL MEETI NG

KUALA LUWPUR, March 31 (Bername) -- Umo will state if it wants to
proceed with the proposed Malay unity talks with PAS at the com ng
technical conmittee neeting between the parties, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today.

"We will state our stand when the technical comittes neet,"” the Prine
M ni ster and Umo president told a press conference after chairing an Umo
Supreme Council meeting.

Dr Mahat hir, however, did not say when the technical conmtees of the
two parties woul d neet.

They were originally schedul ed to neet | ast Tuesday but the nmeeting was
put of f at the request of PAS.

The technical comittees have been given the task of laying the
groundwork for a nmeeting between the | eaders of Umo and PAS to di scuss

Mal ay unity.
At the press conference, Dr Mahathir al so produced several PAS cassette
tapes to showthat the opposition party was still active with its canpaign

to run down Umo.

"Wil e we (Umo) have cut down on our camnpai gns so as to create a
conduci ve at nosphere to hold the neeting on Mal ay unity, they are carrying
on with their canpaign," he said.
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