24/ 08/ 2001

Umo to consider Azim s positions

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo wi |l consider if Datuk Abdul Azi m Mohd Zabi di
can keep his positions as suprenme council nenber and Bank Si npanan

Nasi onal chairman after he was stripped of his post as Bukit Bintang

di vi sional chief.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he woul d have to
study the matter as it involved Umo constitution and rul es.

"It is a party matter, not a government matter," he said in reference to
Abdul Azinms post as BSN chai r man.

"If he had m sused governnent funds, it would be a different matter."

The Prime Mnister said he had to "think hard" about this.

The Umo disciplinary board announced yesterday that Abdul Azi mwas
anmong the eight divisional and branch | eaders stripped of their posts for
of fences relating to noney politics.

On Kuantan Umo chi ef Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman's comment that nore
peopl e shoul d have been puni shed over his conplaint, Dr Mahathir said he
did not know the details of that case.

"I ama sinple-mnded man," he said.

Fauzi had said he was surprised that only the division vice-chairnan
Dat uk Fai sal Abdul | ah was i npli cat ed.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir | aunched the Umo Cheras education foundation which
was set up last Septenber to carry out an "Adopt a school” progranmmes.

It has "adopted" 19 schools in the Cheras and Federal Territory
parlianent area, involving 18,000 pupils and 1,000 teachers.

The foundati on, headed by Umo Cheras division chief Datuk Syed Al
Al habshee, al so gave financial aid to needy students. Dr Mahathir
presented schol arshi ps to 226 students today.

Syed Ali said the foundation had recei ved donations totalling RML
mllion. Arong them were RMLOO, 000 from Apex Comuni cati ons Sdn Bhd and
RML50, 000 from Ef fective Capital Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir commended the foundation for its good work, saying it had
becone a culture in Malaysia to set up charitable organisations.

"It is good to be generous when you are rich. There are always rich and
poor people. But people should not think that being poor is good because
it shows that you are not greedy.

He hoped Mal aysi ans woul d appreciate the many opportunities for higher
education, adding that the Governnent was concerned that nmany young
peopl e, especially boys, were not interested in studies.
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