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By: MOHAMAD NOR ALI

(The witer is a committee nmenber of Maran Umo divi sion i n Pahang who
of ten contri butes anal yses on current i ssues to Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka's
Maj al ah Dewan Masyar akat and Dewan Sastera. He has recently retired as the
Deputy Auditor-Ceneral).

KUALA LUVWPUR: Besi des t he Mal ay Archi pel ago, people of Malay origin are
al so found i n other parts of the gl obe, including Canbodi a, Sri Lanka,
Madagascar, China and South Africa.

However, there is a big difference intermof religion and culture
bet ween t he Mal ays | i ving outside the archi pel ago and those i n Mal aysi a
because here, the Malay culture and traits are still very much intact
either as an institution, or fromthe cultural, religious and traditional
perspecti ve.

This is so because the Mal ays in Mal aysia are protected by the Federal
Constitution and def ended by Unmo whose struggl e i ncl udes t he uphol di ng of
Mal ay dom nance ("Ketuanan Mel ayu") in the country.

Cl ause 3 (5) of the Umo Constitution states that the party will ensure
t he soverei gnty of the Malay | anguage and cul ture. I n other words, Ml ays
are Umo and Umo is Ml ay.

DEFI NI TI ON OF KETUANAN

"Ket uanan" comes fromthe root word "tuan", which according to
di ctionaries nmeans a master or |ord, a pronoun, ownership or reference to
sonmeone of hi gher standing in the society. The four definitions convey a
sim | ar nmeani ng of controlling, governing and sovereignty.

Thus, "Mal ay dom nance" nmeans "t he right of controlling and governing
by t he Mal ays who are soverei gn", enconpassing the political, econonmic,
know edge, culture and religi ous aspects of the nation

Mal ay domi nance had its root in Termasek (ol d Singapore) back in the
15th century and | ater noving to Mal acca whi ch devel oped i nto an enpire and
becane the centre of political, econom c, know edge and religi ous power in
t he East, conmandi ng the respect of China and ot her superpowers in Europe.

Names such as Sul tan Mansor Shah, Hang Tuah and Tun Perak are symnbol s
of the Mal ay dom nance of the era.

However, the Malay pride crunmbled in 1511 follow ng the fall of the
Mal acca Sul tanate (the Mal ay dom nance) at the hands of the Portugese, due
to the disloyalty of the Malays to their rulers, disunity, betrayal and
vengeance. Nanes such as Raj una Tapa and gang, who conspired to open the
Mal acca gate to the i nvadi ng Portuguese, shall never be forgotten by the
Mal ays.

MALAYS CONTI NUED TO BE COLONI SED

Such was the fate of the Malays - colonised for 446 years by the
Portuguese, the Dutch, the British and the Japanese, so nuch so t hey
general |y became a weak and poor race.

The weal th of the Malay | ands was dom nated and expl oited by the
foreigners. Resources such as tin and rubber were shi pped out and t he
returns were used to devel op and enrich their own countries.

Infrastructures such as roads, electricity, water, schools, hospitals,
comunity halls and phone booths were not provided, not to nmention
i ndustrial prem ses



The education of the Malay children were al so negl ected, and t hose
fortunate enough to go to school were only taught howto read, wite and
count, not howto rule and adm nister.

The Mal ays were left to subsist with the "agro-econom c" system based
on the rivers, the seas, the padi fields and the orchards.

The poor socio-political and economic condition of the Mal ays prevail ed
until the country achieved its i ndependence on August 31, 1957.

THE PI LLARS OF MALAY DOM NANCE

Since the Greek civilisation or the Abbassid Caliphate, or even during
t he Eur opean i ndustrial revolution, the strength of a civilisation andthe
resilience of arace cane frompolitics, econony, know edge, religion and
cul ture. The strength of the Mal ay dom nance too shoul d be based on these
five pillars.

POLI TI CS: The i ndependence of the Mal ays fromthe col oni al shackl es was
t he product of their political strength. Unity and Mal ay political power
which was initiated by Umo frightened the British.

The struggl e for the i ndependence of the Federati on of Ml aya which was
spear headed by Umo, together with the MCAand the MC, forced the British
to concede, and the strength and the political power of the Ml ays (Umo)
remain until today, of course with its ups and downs.

The Mal ay political power under Umo's banner was very solid between
1959 and 1969. However, the result of the 1969 general el ection showed that
the status quo was being threatened, resulting in the May 13 incident.

However, | eaders such as the | ate Tun Razak were quick to nend the
situation. He had successfully brought Umo and Pas under the Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) coalition. Malay political power then was at its peak. No one
dared to disturb or chall enge the Mal ay dom nance and their rights.

ANOTHER THREAT TO MALAY UNI TY

However, a mi sunderstandi ng ended wi t h PAS bei ng "ousted" fromthe BN
coalition in 1978, putting the Mal ay power in jeopardy once again.

The situation deteriorated when Umo was declared illegal in 1987 and
t he energence of "Umo Baru" (|l ater formalised as Umo) under Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and "Umo Mal aysi a" (Il ater renaned Parti Mel ayu Senmangat
46) under Tengku Razal i egh Hanzah.

The Mal ays were then split into three political groups of Umo,
Semangat 46 and PAS. However, things inproved a littl e when Senangat 46 was
di ssol ved and nost of its nenbers returned to Umo in 1996.

But it did not [ast very long. The Ml ay dom nance and political
strength were once agai n t hreat ened when the country was hit with an
econom c crisis in md-1997 and | ater, the nore severe political crisis
whi ch erupted due to the Anwar factor.

The economic crisis had al nbst subsided, but the political crisis of
the Mal ays seens unabated. Umo was at the receiving end by losing a
substantial nunber of parlianentary and state assenbly seats in the 1999
general election. Al nost half of the Mal ay votes went to PAS.

The el ection results pointed to the obvious - that the pillars of the
Mal ay dom nance were cracki ng and i n danger of coll apsing.

NEED TO EMPONER UWMNO

Hence, Umo nenbers and | eaders shoul d resolve to serve with honesty,
sincerity and trust, all united with the ai mof defending Mal ay dom nance.

Those who synpat hi se with Umo shoul d cone forward and fight boldly
under the Umo flag, while the youths who are still searching for political
direction shoul d be encouraged and nurtured so that they are with Umo.

ECONOWY: During the pre-Mrdeka days, Ml ays owned | ess than five



percent of the wealth and econom c resources of the nation

Even t hough t he New Econonic Policy and the current Nationa
Devel opnent Policy have succeeded i n increasing the Mal ays' econoni c power
to 20 percent now, it is still not acceptable. (See Appendix I).

The Mal ay economic positionis still not guaranteed. Firstly, it should
be remenbered that the government took 43 years toraise it to the present
| evel, and secondly, the 20 percent stake is not owned by individual Ml ays
and Mal ay conpani es.

If the share of PNB, LUTH, PKEN and ot her governnment agencies are
excl uded, Mal ay ownership is | ess than 10 percent.

Thirdly, the current econom c systemis exposed to economc
gl obal i sati on. ( obalisation and the world econom ¢ order which are
control | ed by the devel oped countries are always a threat to t he Ml aysi an
econony.

MALAYS TALK TOO MJUCH

The Mal ays are al so seen as tal king too nmuch. The so-called "overnight"
mllionaires are still weak, succunbing easily to econom c vagaries, just
like rice crusts that soften easily in water

That's why t he Mal ays shoul d build up econonic activities or businesses
that are long-term avoiding riches created by Alladin's lanp. O they
coul d operate i n groups, organi sations or consorti uns.

The bi gger the organisation, the bigger the bargaining power. It would
decide the pattern of the Mal ays' econony.

KNOALEDGE: Even t hough the Mal ays became Muslins about 600 years ago
the I sl amthey enbraced was not nmade the basis fromwhich to progress and
acqui re know edge

Islamis not wong. The Mal ays were al so not 100 percent wrong. The
envi ronment, nental col onisation by the colonialists and the col oni al
policy of nearly five centuries are the main factors for naking Mal ays poor
i n know edge and experti se.

Thi s can be seen in the few schools or centres of education in the
early days of independence

Anot her big contribution of Umo to the Malays is the successful
creation of many Mal ays wi t h hi gher educati on t hrough t he constructi on of
school s, coll eges and universities throughout the country.

Through the national education policy which Umo fought for, many Ml ay
chi l dren now have di pl omas and degrees in various fields |ike nedicine,
engi neering, architecture, accountancy and | aw.

MALAYS STI LL BACKWARD

Despite all that, the Malays are still |eft behind when compared with
the ot her races.
They still have not acquired control over all fields of know edge and

expertise, their numbers in science and technology is small, while the
nunber of Mal ays with excell ent exam nation results or those with first
cl ass honours were very smal| conpared to the Chi nese and I ndi ans.

In 1999, third class Malay graduates in Universiti Ml aya was 94
percent conpared with si x percent anong | ndi an graduat es, whil e there was
not a single third class Chinese graduate.

In contrast, 49 percent Chinese graduates obtained first class honours,
Mal ays 45 percent and I ndi ans, six percent. This is the position of Ml ay
students.

Meanwhi l e, | atest statistics showthe total nunber of Mal ays worki ng as
account ants, archit



Attention: Feature Editors

The following tables are to go with the Focus "UVNO THE GUARDI AN OF THE
MALAY DOM NANCE" written by Mohamad Nor Ali and rel eased by Bernana t oday (June
18, 2001. It is EMBARGCED for use on Wednesday, June 20, 2001.

(Table 1)

SHARE CAPI TAL RI GHTS (AT PAR VALUE)
LI M TED COVPANI ES 1995

| Ri ghts G oup | 1995 | Per cent age |

| | (RMMIlion) | |

R SERERAEEEEEEEEEEEE |- |- |

| BUM PUTRA | 36,981.2 [ 20.6 |

I I | I

| Bumi putra Individual | | |

| & Institutions | 33,353.2 | 18.6 |

I | I I

| Trust Agencies | 3,628.0 | 2.0 |

I I I I

| NON- BUM PUTRA | 78,026.9 | 43.4 |

I I I I

| Chinese | 73,552.7 | 40.9 |

I I I I

| Indian | 2,723. 1 | 1.5 |

I | I I

| Ohers | 1,751.1 | 1.0 |

I I I I

| Foreigners | 49,792.7 | 27.7 |

I | I I

| NOM NEE COCs. | 14,991.4 | 8.3 |

' I I |

| TOTAL | 179.792.2 | 100 |

___________________________________________________________________ |

(Table I1)
REG STERED PROFESI ONALS ACCORDI NG
TO ETHNI C GROUPS 1995

|- e LR R RS |

| PROFESSI ON | 1995 |

R [ ----mmmm--- |-------- |------- |-----mm--- |--------- I

| | | o | |
| | | Bumiputra |Chinese |Indian | Ohers | Total |

| ----mmm e R Rl R |----------- |---------

| Accountant | 1,422 | 6,665 | 692 | 75 | 8,844 |

| % | 16.1 | 75.2 | 7.9 | 0.8 | 100.0 |

I I I I | | I

| Architect | 368 | 943 | 20 | 3 | 1,334 |

| % | 27.6 | 70.7 | 1.5 | 0.2 | 100.0 |

I | I
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