02 APR 2001
Ummo/ PAS- Appr oach
UWNO- PAS TECHNI CAL COVM TTEE MEETI NG AGREES ON NEW APPROACHES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- The third Umo-PAS technica
conmittee neeting today to prepare for inter-party talks on Malay unity has
agreed on several new approaches to see that the discourse nmaterialises.

Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n, the Umo spokesman for the 90-m nute nmeeting
hel d at Carcosa Seri Negara, however declined to el aborate.

" new appr oaches have been adopted to ensure a fruitful meeting
bet ween t he | eadershi p of both parties,"” said Zai nuddin, whois Information
Mnistry Parlianmentary Secretary.

Umo' s del egation to the neeting conprised secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob, executive secretary Tengku Dat uk Adnan Mansor and the Prinme
M nister's Political Secretary Datuk Dasuki Ahmad.

Besi des Zai nuddi n, fornmer Terengganu PAS deputy chi ef Ghazali Ahmad and
Umo headquarters adm ni strati ve manager Abu Khami s al so attended t he
nmeet i ng.

PAS was represented by secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |Isa, centra
wor ki ng conmi ttee nenber Dr Mbhanmed Hatta Raml i, Pahang PAS | i ai son
secretary Dr Abdul Wahab I smail, the MP for Kual a Terengganu Dr Syed Azman
Ahmad Nawawi , party research centre director Dr Zul kifli Ahnad and managi ng
director of Harakah, its official organ, Datuk H shamuddi n Yahya.

The third neeting, originally slated for March 27, was post poned at
PAS s request after Nasharuddin i nforned Khalil that several of its
techni cal committee menbers could not attend then

Both parties agreed to nmeet for the next round for which the date has
not been fixed yet and accordi ng to Zai nuddi n, both sides agreed today t hat
any ari sing problens could be dealt with by | eaders of the respective
parties.

"We foresee that the | eadership coul d resol ve ari sing problens,"” he
said, adding that the nmeeting started at 2. 30 pmon a positive note with
PAS di spl ayi ng resposi bility of wanting to realise the proposed Mal ay unity
t al ks.

The neeting did not discuss the so-called "Amanat Haji Hadi" or the
decree of Hadi Awang (PAS deputy president), oil royalty paynent to
Terengganu and the publicati on of Harakah.

"We skip discussing matters that will only create nore probl ens but
i nstead tal ked about sol ving probl ens and narrowi ng down probl ematic
i ssues, " he said.

Meanwhi | e, Nasharuddi n sai d today's neeting brought about positive
results although PAS still retained its pre-conditions relating to
reinstatement of oil royalty paynent to Terenggany and publication of
Har akah before tal ks on Mal ay unity coul d begin.

"We still maintain the status quo of what should be returned to PAS,"
he said.

Last Decenber several quarters called for a discourse on Malay unity
and Umo responded by inviting PAS and Parti Keadil an Nasional to the
proposed tal ks.

Keadi | an turned down the invitation but while PAS accepted it insisted
that they discuss national unity and not linmtedto only Malay unity and
PAS in turn suggested that the judicial system denobcracy, the econony and
I slam be on the agenda as wel |.

PAS al so set pre-conditions nanely the reinstatenment of oil royalty
paynent to the Terengganu statement and real |l owi ng bi -weekly publication of



Har akah.
Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had

sai d that Umo wanted to di scuss matters rel ating to Mal ay speci al rights,
the position of Islam the national | anguage and t he status of the Ml ay

Rul ers.
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