09 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
UWNO PREPARED TO MEET EVEN W TH PAS ONLY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today Umo is prepared to neet with PAS only to di scuss Malay unity even
t hough Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) has declined to participate in
t he Umo- PAS- Keadi | an neeti ng.

According to the Umo president, the party had no problens nmeeting with
PAS al one as it had no other intention apart fromreachi ng a consensus on
Mal ay unity.

He sai d what was i mportant was that the Mal ays were not divided as this
woul d be bad.

Asked on the proposed debat e bet ween Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shanmuddi n
Tun Hussei n and his PAS counterpart Mahfuz Orar, Dr Mahathir said the
debat e was not necessary as what was inportant now was the three-party
nmeeting on Malay unity.

"Better to have the nmeeting (Umo-PAS-Keadilan) first, no need (for
debate). Gtherwi se many things will crop up, will pose problens for us to
achieve solidarity," he said at a press conference upon arriving at the
Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) Base, Subang today froma seven-day visit
to Myanmar.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had directed
H shanmuddi n to abort the proposed debate and this was agreed to by the
Umo Youth head in order to give nore focus on the neeting to di scuss Mal ay
unity.

However, Mahfuz is still keen on proceeding with the debate on the
special rights and privel eges of the Mal ays on grounds that it was earlier
agreed to by Dr Mahathir while the PAS and Umo Yout h novenents had reached
agreenent on the choice of the noderator and format for the debate.

The Umo Managanent Conmmittee neeting chaired by Abdul |l ah recently
proposed that Dr Mahathir held a neeting with PAS president Datuk Fadzil
Noor and Parti Keadil an Nasi onal (Keadilan) president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Vn Ismail to discuss Malay solidarity.

The PAS Central Conmittee had agreed to such a nmeeting but wanted it to
i nvol ve del egates and not nerely a nmeeting between the presidents of the
parties concer ned.

PAS al so wanted the scope for the discussion to be wi dened to include
national interests and not nerely confined to Mal ay unity whil e Keadi |l an
refused to participate in the neeting on grounds that there was no split
anong the Mal ays, on the contrary the Mal ay support had shifted to the
opposi tion.

On the PAS request that the scope be wi dened, Dr Mahat hir said Umo
wanted to speak only on Malay unity and did not state any condition or
scope of discussion.
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