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UWNO W LLI NG TO DI SCUSS | SSUE ON | SLAM C STATE W TH PAS

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Umo is willing to have a dial ogue with
PAS on the Islamic state i ssue i n an academ ¢ manner and not based on
political sentiments to resolve the matter, said religious advisor to the
Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid O hrman t oday.

Abdul Ham d, who is al so Umo suprene council nmenber, said: "Umo is
willing to have a neeting (with PAS) in an academ ¢ manner."

Umo | eaders, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanad,
have stressed that Malaysia is a Misli mstate.

In fact in August, a conference attended by 70 ul amas, religious
figures and academ ci ans had agreed t hat Mal aysi a had achi eved the Islam c
state status, he said at a nmedi a conference at his office, here today.

He said i f PAS ul amas wi shed to cooperate on the i ssue academically,
Umo woul d wel cone it.

"There is little difference between PAS and Umo ul anmas because t hey
studi ed at the sanme universities, such as the Cairo University for exanpl e,
and used t he sane reference books," he said.

PAS had questioned Mal aysia's position as an Islanic state, and
chal | enged Dr Mahathir to declare the positionin Parlianent to enable the
opposition parties to participate in the question and answer session or in
the debate on the matter.

Dr Mahat hir had chal | enged PASto explain its concept of an Islamic
state to t he peopl e, however there had been no response fromthe top PAS
| eaders to the challenge.

Abdul Hamid saidin Islamthere were only two nati ons, one was an
Islamic state and the other was the non-Mislimstate which nust be opposed
(by Muslins).

The nove by PAS i n questioning Mal aysia's position gave the inplication
that this country was a non-Mislimnation, which gave other Islamc
countries the right to wage war on Ml aysi a, he sai d.

He i kened Mal aysia's position as a Muslimcountry to a house whose
construction had been conpl eted but not fully equi pped, and this did not
mean t hat the house whi ch had been built shoul d be denvolished just because
it had not been fully equi pped.

He saidinline with this devel opnent, a "Ml taga" or Meeting of Umo
Leaders woul d be hel d here for three days beginning Cct 12 to clarify the
issue on Islamc state, jihad and martyrdom he sai d.

He said the neeting was being organised jointly by Umo Islam c Affairs
Bur eau and Yayasan Dakwah | sl am ah Mal aysi a and ot her agenci es.

He said this was the first nove by Umo to overcone the confusion which
was causi ng anxi ety not only anong Muslins but al so non-Mslins including
foreign tourists and i nvestors.

Abdul Hami d said the neeting woul d al so di scuss the use of the nane
Islamin mlitant activities, and activities by groups such as the KMM
which carried out their activities in nosques and suraus.

- - BERNANA

HK KHY AO



	UMNO WILLING TO DISCUSS ISSUE ON ISLAMIC STATE WITH PAS (Bernama 03/10/2001)

