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Khal i | - Umo
UWNO HAS NO ULTERI OR MOTI VES | N MALAY UNI TY TALKS, SAYS KHALI L

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 28 (Bernanma) -- Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob t oday deni ed cl ai ms by Parti Keadi | an Nasi onal (Keadil an)
that Umo has ulterior notives ininitiating Malay unity talks.

"W are serious inthis matter...there are no hi dden agendas
what soever, " he told reporters at the Kota Ki nabal u I nternati onal Airport
here before returning to Kual a Lunpur

He was asked to comment on the statenent by Keadilan Youth chief Ezam
Mohd Nor in Kual a Terengganu yesterday that Umo m ght have ulterior
notives inits nove to hold Malay unity tal ks with Ml ay-based opposition
parties.

Ezam had said Keadilan was willing to reconsider its decision to reject
Umo's invitation to participate in the tal ks provi ded the scope of
di scussions is expanded to national unity.

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had recently invited
| eaders of PAS and Keadilan to discuss the Malay unity issue

Keadi | an suprene council, however, snubbed the offer whil e PAS agreed.

Khalil, who is Information Mnister, said the delay for the tal ks was
not deliberate as PAS secretary-general Nasharuddi n Mat |sa was overseas.

"As soon as he returns to the country, we'll hold the tal ks.

"Inthis context, Umo is open...we'll start off the talks with the
Mal ay unity agenda," he said.

Khal il said al though Nasharuddi n was overseas, he had di scussed natters

pertaining to the talks with PAS executive-secretary.

"As the Umo secretary-general entrusted with the task of arranging for
the tal ks, |1've contacted PAS executive secretary several tines, the | atest
bei ng | ast Saturday," he sai d.

This showed Umo was serious in uniting the Malays in the country, he
added.
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