22 JUN 2001

Ummo- Debat e (Pol i cy)

UVMNO CORPORATE LEADERS TI CKED OFF FOR NOT EXPLAI NI NG | SSUES TO
GRASSROOTS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernana) -- Corporate | eaders, anbng Umo
menbers, were ticked off today for not joining forces with grassroot
nmenbers to explain to the nasses several corporate devel opnents |ike the
sal e of Malaysia Airlines shares and the privatisation of several
gover nment agenci es

Umo Kedah I nformati on Chi ef Datuk Badruddin Amiruldin said the duty to
counter criticisnms and accusati ons made by t he opposition was only being
handl ed at the grassroot |evel.

Infact, he said | eaders and grassroot nenbers were ignorant of
devel opnents surroundi ngs certain i ssues.

Debating party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's policy speech
on the second day of the 55th Umo general assenbly here today, Badaruddin
sai d t he Suprene Council and rel evant corporate | eaders shoul d expl ai n
certain issues to grassroot nenbers so that they can extend the
expl ai nation to the people.

"We are not saying that all corporate | eaders in Umo are keepi ng anay
fromgoing down to the field, but there are those who have not done so," he
sai d.

Badar uddi n al so said Dr Mahat hir as Prinme M nister shoul d appoi nt Ml ay
m ni sters fromanong Umo nenbers while the post of chairman in corporate
organi sation in which the governnent had an i nterest shoul d be hel d by Umo
menbers.

He said Umo nenbers who are invol ved i n such corporate devel opnent s
shoul d explain to the enpl oyees of the rel evant corporations about Umo so
that they woul d not be influenced by the opposition.

"W know Dat uk Jamal uddin Jarjis (Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad chai rman) went
on a nation-w de roadshow for this purpose,” he said.

Badr uddi n, who normally entertai ned del egates with his humour which
usual Iy carried a subtl e nmessage, was at it again today when he told a
story of a boy who literally followed what his father adviced himto do if
he had the urge to urinate at night.

The smal|l boy who had a probl emof frequent urination was advi sed by
the father to mutters the words "I want to sing"” into the ears of his
grandnother if he felt like urinating in the m ddle of the night.

Hence, when the boy was left to stay with his grandnot her and had the
urge to urinate at m dni ght, he woke up and urinated slowy into his
grandnot her's ears.

The nmessage behind this hunour, according to Badruddin, is if the
i nformati on by the higher-ups in Umo to those on the ground was not
accurate, it would lead to m sinformation

Kel ant an Umo di vi si on del egate Datuk | brahimAli said an Umo nenber
shoul d not hol d too nmany posts outside the party as he woul d not be able to
carry out partry responsibilities at the grassroot |evel

Sonme nenbers are given too many posts to assume, up to seven or eight
and t hi s woul d keep t hem preoccupi ed and hence negl ect party work, he
added.

"I would Iike to question why many Petronas and Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd
enpl oyees support the opposition. Were is Datuk Janmal uddin Jarjis," he
asked.

He added t hat those at the hel mof Petronas and Tenaga shoul d be bl aned
i f their enpl oyees support the opposition and not chiefs of Ummo divisions.



“"I'f they fail, we should replace themw th others. In Umo, there are
many | eaders, " he sai d whil e proposing that Umo nenbers shoul d hol d posts
outside the party for a period of between one and two years only.

| brahi mal so call ed on menbers to strengthen their fighting spirit to
oppose sl ander, opposition politics and to correct what they feel was wong
wi t hi n Umo.

He added that Umo's performance in the | ast general el ection was not
sati sfactory and this was not due to the opposition being strong but
because Umo nenbers | acked political struggle.

| brahi mcal | ed on nmenbers of Umo Youth to be nore aggressive and to
cut out rhetorics and | et wel fare i ssues be handl ed by Umo Wani ta and
Puteri Umo.

"Hi shamuddi n (Tun Hussei n, Umo Youth Chief), can hand over his post
to nme in 2004 if he cannot cope, there is no need to contest. He's al ready
a mnister, nowshows us that you are better than Mahfuz (Omar) and Mat
(Mohamad) Sabu (PAS | eader)," he said.

He al so sai d Umo Youth shoul d enhance Umo's image for the sake of
Malay interest and it should be firmwhen dealing with the Chinese
Associ ation of Ml aysi a El ecti on Appeal Conmittee.

| brahim who is also the chairnman of the committee on sl ander,
apol ogi sed to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, for failing to curb the spread
of slander by the opposition party anong the Mal ays in the | ast general
el ection.

Meanwhi | e, Ter engganu del egat e Dat uk Abdul Rashi d Ngah descri bed Dr
Mahat hir's policy speech yesterday as an "operation" on Umo and t he
Mal ays.

"Li ke a doctor, he had performed surgery on his patients because he
knows his patient is sick and nust have the problemtreated or renoved," he
sai d.

The "operation” nust be perforned to restore unity anmong nenbers at all
| evel s to ensure Barisan Nasional's victory in the next el ections.

"Defeat is painful and sad. Do not let the BN s defeat in Kel antan and
Ter engganu repeat in other states. Be the wi nning teamand not the team
that has lost," said Abdul Rashid.

In his debate, he al so suggested that the Internal Security Act (I SA)
be used on persons who abuse religion for their political notives.
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